GENERAL PROVISIONS
SECTION 100

TITLE – This Resolution shall be known as “The Munson Township Zoning Resolution, Geauga County, Ohio” and may be hereinafter referred to as “this Resolution.”
SECTION 101

JURISDICTION – This resolution shall apply to all of the unincorporated territory of Munson Township, Geauga County, Ohio.

SECTION 102

PURPOSE OF ZONING RESOLUTION – Except as otherwise provided in this section, the Board of Township Trustees has enacted this Resolution in the interest of the public health, safety, convenience, comfort, prosperity, or general welfare, and the Board may in accordance with a comprehensive plan regulate by resolution the location, height, bulk, number of stories, and the size of Buildings and other Structures, including tents, cabins, and trailer coaches, percentages of lot areas that may be occupied, set back building lines, sizes of yards, courts, and other Open Spaces, the density of population, the uses of Buildings and other Structures including tents, cabins, and trailer coaches, and the uses of land for trade, industry, residence, recreation, or other purposes in the unincorporated territory of the Township; and for all of these purposes, the board may divide all or any part of the unincorporated territory of the Township into Districts or zones of such number, shape, and area as the board determines. All such regulations shall be uniform for each class or kind of Building or other Structure or use throughout any District or zone, but the regulations in one District or zone may differ from those in other Districts or zones.



For any activities permitted and regulated under Chapter 1509, 1513, or 1514 of the Revised Code and any related processing activities, the Board of Township Trustees may regulate under the authority conferred by this Section only in the interest of public health, safety or general welfare. Additional purposes of this Resolution are:

A. To divide the Township into Zoning Districts and to provide uniform regulations for each class or kind of Buildings, Structures, and uses within such Zoning Districts.
B. To regulate the location, height, bulk, number of stories, and size of Buildings and other Structures and the percentage of lot coverage by Buildings, Structures, and impervious surfaces.

C. To regulate Building Setback Lines (yards) and other Open Spaces.

D. To regulate the density of population by establishing minimum lot size, frontage, and width requirements in each Zoning District.

E. To regulate the use of Buildings and Structures in each Zoning District and  to  ensure that  appropriate utilities, sewage  treatment  and  water
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supply facilities, and other matters related to public health, safety and general welfare are adequately addressed to serve such uses.
F. To conserve and protect the natural resources of the Township, including the supply of groundwater. 

G. To ensure that development is in accord with the capability and suitability of the land to support it.

H. To provide regulations that advance balanced and orderly growth and development in the Township as well as preserve sensitive environmental resources.

SECTION 103

PROVISIONS OF RESOLUTION DECLARED TO BE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this Resolution shall be held to be minimum requirements.

SECTION 104

POWERS NOT CONFERRED BY CHAPTER 519 OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE OR THIS RESOLUTION
A. This Resolution does not prohibit the use of any land for agricultural purposes or the construction or use of Buildings or Structures incident to the use for agricultural purposes of the land on which such Buildings or Structures are located, including Buildings or Structures that are used primarily for vinting and selling wine and that are located on land any part of which is used for viticulture and no Zoning Certificate shall be required for any such Building or Structure. 

B. This Resolution does not apply in respect to the location, erection, construction, reconstruction, change, alteration, maintenance, removal, use, or enlargement of any Buildings or Structures of any Public Utility or railroad, whether publicly or privately owned, or the use of land by any Public Utility or railroad, for the operation of its business. As used in this Resolution, “Public Utility” does not include a person that owns or operates a solid waste facility or a solid waste transfer facility, other than a publicly owned solid waste facility or a publicly owned solid waste transfer facility that has been issued a permit under Chapter 3734 of the Revised Code or a construction and demolition debris facility that has been issued a permit under Chapter 3714 of the Revised Code. However, subject to R.C. 519.211(B)(4)(a), the provisions of this Resolution shall apply with respect to the location, erection, construction, reconstruction, change, alteration, removal, or enlargement of a wireless telecommunications tower and appurtenant facilities.

C. This Resolution does not prohibit the sale or use of alcoholic beverages in areas where the establishment and operation of any Retail 
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business, Hotel, lunchroom or Restaurant is permitted by this Resolution.
D. This Resolution does not prohibit in a district zoned for agricultural, industrial, residential, or commercial uses, the use of any land for a farm market where fifty percent (50%) or more of the gross income received from the market is derived from produce raised on farms owned or operated by the market operator in a normal crop year.

E. This Resolution does not apply with respect to a Building or Structure of, or the use of land by, a person engaged in the transportation of farm supplies to the farm or farm products from farm to market or to food fabricating plants. However, this Resolution does apply with respect to the location, erection, construction, reconstruction, change, alteration, maintenance, removal, use, or enlargement of any Buildings or Structures of a Public Utility engaged in the business of transporting persons or property, or both, or providing or furnishing such transportation service, over any public street, road, or highway in this state, and with respect to the use of land by any such Public Utility for the operation of its business, to the extent that any exercise of such power is reasonable and not consistent with Chapters 4901, 4903, 4905, 4909, 4921, and 4923 of the Revised Code.

F. This Resolution does not apply with respect to the location, erection, construction, reconstruction, change, alteration, maintenance, removal, use, or enlargement of any economically significant wind farm, whether publicly or privately owned, or the use of land for that purpose, having wind turbines and associated facilities with a single interconnection to the electrical grid and designed for, or capable of, operation at an aggregate capacity of five (5) megawatts or more.

SECTION 105

SCHEDULE OF FEES, CHARGES, AND EXPENSES; AND COLLECTION PROCEDURE – The Board of Township Trustees shall, by resolution, establish a schedule of fees, charges, and expenses and a collection procedure for Zoning Certificates, amendments, appeals, Conditional Zoning Certificates, and other matters pertaining to the administration and enforcement of this Resolution requiring investigations, inspections, legal advertising, postage, and other expenses. The schedule of fees shall be posted in the office of the Zoning Inspector and Township Fiscal Officer, and may be altered or amended only by Resolution of the Board of Township Trustees. 




Each application for a Zoning Certificate, amendment, or Conditional Zoning Certificate and notice of appeal shall be accompanied by the fee so established.
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Until all applicable fees, charges, and expenses have been paid in full, no action shall be taken on any application or appeal.

SECTION 106

FIRST DAY EXCLUDED AND LAST DAY INCLUDED IN COMPUTING TIME; EXCEPTIONS; LEGAL HOLIDAY DEFINED – The time within which an act is required by law to be done shall be computed by excluding the first and last day; except that when the last day falls on Sunday or a Legal Holiday, then the act may be done on the next succeeding day which is not Sunday or a Legal Holiday. When a public office in which an act, required by law, is to be performed is closed to the public for the entire day which constitutes the last day for doing such act or before its usual closing time on such day, then such act may be performed on the next succeeding day which is not a Sunday or Legal Holiday as defined in R.C. 1.14.




“Legal Holiday” as used in this Section means the days set forth in R.C. 1.14.




If any day designated in R.C. 1.14 as a Legal Holiday falls on Sunday, the next succeeding day is a Legal Holiday.

SECTION 107

COMPUTATION OF TIME – If a number of months is to be computed by counting the months from a particular day, the period ends on the same numerical day in the concluding month as the day of the month from which the computation is begun, unless there are not that many days in the concluding month, in which case the period ends on the last day of that month.

SECTION 108

SPECIFIC PROVISION PREVAILS OVER GENERAL; EXCEPTION – If a general provision conflicts with a specific provision, they shall be construed, if possible, so that effect is given to both. If the conflict between the provisions is irreconcilable, the specific provision prevails as an exception to the general provision, unless the general provision is the later adoption and the manifest intent is that the general provision prevails.

SECTION 109

IRRECONCILABLE AMENDMENTS – If amendments are enacted at the same or different times, one amendment without reference to another, the amendments are to be harmonized, if possible, so that effect may be given to each. If the amendments are substantively irreconcilable, the latest in date of enactment prevails. The fact that a later amendment restates language deleted by an earlier amendment, or fails to include language inserted by an earlier amendment, does not of itself make the amendments irreconcilable. Amendments are irreconcilable only when changes made by each cannot reasonably be put into simultaneous operation.
SECTION 110

CONTINUATION OF PRIOR AMENDMENT – A provision or regulation, which is re-enacted or  amended, is  intended  to be  a continua-
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tion of the prior provision or regulation and not a new enactment, so far as it is the same as the prior provision or regulation.

SECTION 111

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT – The amendment of this Resolution does not:

A. Affect the prior operation of this Resolution or any prior action taken hereunder;

B. Affect any validation, cure, right, privilege, obligation, or liability previously acquired, accrued, accorded, or incurred hereunder;

C. Affect any violation thereof or penalty, forfeiture, or punishment incurred in respect thereto, prior to the amendment or repeal;

D. Affect any investigation, proceeding, or remedy in respect to any such privilege, obligation, liability, penalty, forfeiture, or punishment; and the investigation, proceeding, or remedy may be instituted, continued, or enforced, and the penalty, forfeiture, or punishment imposed, as if this Resolution had not been amended.

SECTION 112

ANNEXED TERRITORY – Upon annexation of Township territory to an existing municipal corporation the zoning regulations then in effect shall remain in full force and shall be enforced by the Township officials until the legislative authority of said municipal corporation shall either officially adopt the existing zoning regulations or new regulations for such territory.
SECTION 113

SEVERABILITY – If any provisions or regulations of this Resolution or an amendment thereof or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provisions, regulations, applications, or amendments of this Resolution which can be given effect without the invalid provision, regulation, application or amendment; and to this end the provisions, regulations, and amendments are severable.
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