Zoning Commission

Munson Township

September 18, 2006
Chairman Ted Berr opened the meeting at 7:00pm. Ron Atkinson, Jim Tekavec, Ed Hren, Mike Vielhaber, Secretary Paula Friebertshauser and Zoning Inspector Tim Kearns were present. 
Mr. Berr welcomed members from the Geauga County Planning Commission. Eric McMillan, Heather Bickenheuser, and Dave Dietrich were present. They provided an overview of the county’s General Plan and the township’s land use plan. Mr. Dietrich distributed CD’s which included the County Analysis Plan; County General Plan; Subdivision Regulations; Model Zoning and County Farm Preservation Plan.

Mr. Kearns questioned Mr. Dietrich about sewers. Mr. Dietrich explained that in H.B. 231 regulations will kick in January 2007. Those people faced with failing systems could pay $20-$30,000 for septic. He didn’t know where/when we reach the point of sewers vs. septic. Sewers may be cheaper. However, sewer placement takes a long time, i.e. in Chesterland it took 15 years; and in Auburn it was discussed in the early 90’s and was finished 4 to 5 years ago. When asked about the water treatment plant to be constructed on Bass Lake Road, Mr. Dietrich explained that in order for the township to use it, Chardon would require annexation. He suggested the township give thought to a 208 plan because it would provide us with more leverage on sewer locations. Otherwise, it will default to the county and EPA. He added that having a 208 plan may fend off annexation. A benefit for sewer upgrade is that it goes on taxes but a septic upgrade does not.
Mr. Atkinson brought up the need to have different housing, i.e. condos, senior housing. Mr. Dietrich responded it would be blending zoning and infrastructure and would be a pioneer project for townships.

Ron Atkinson moved and Jim Tekavec seconded to approve the minutes of August 21, 2006 as written. Motion carried.

Correspondence Reviewed: letter from Dale Markowitz of Thrasher, Dinsmore & Dolan dated 8/28/2006 re: Consultation Agreement; Zoning Bulletins – 8/10, 8/25, 9/10; Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting Minutes of 7/20/2006; OPC Cleveland’s 18th Annual Planning & Zoning Workshop notice; copies of letters dated 9/13/06 from the Geauga County Planning Commission  to Richard Sommers re: Woodland Creek Sub., final plat and Sisters of Notre Dame re: Bean Road Sub., final plat; Final plats for Woodland Creek Sub. and Bean Road Sub. from the Planning Commission, both dated 8/24/06. 
Mr. Kearns distributed the August Zoning Certificate listing. He then brought up that in Section 801 Conditional Use under Conditional Zoning Certificates- the conditional use shall be permitted only upon issuance of a conditional zoning certificate to at least one owner of the property. Mr. Kearns felt “or his designated person” should be included. Mr. Hren asked if a power of attorney would be sufficient, or possibly changing the definition of “owner”, otherwise the whole zoning resolution would have to be gone through. Mr. Kearns mentioned that a definition for owner relative to conditional use is not in Munson’s regulations. Members then suggested that Mr. Kearns should obtain an opinion from Ms. Schlag in writing. 
Mr. Hren distributed proposed language for Section 511 Driveways. Members made a minor change and decided to send it to Ms. Schlag and Mr. Dietrich for informal review.

Trustee Andy Bushman distributed copies of zoning material he received from a presentation by the Delaware County Prosecutor in Columbus. 
Mr. Atkinson revisited the 208 plan issue. Members agreed to renew their concern in hope that the trustees would take action. Trustee Todd Ray mentioned he had brought it up to Kyle Dreyfuss-Wells and she would be willing to help with the process. 

The Board received one response to date in regard to the legal solicitation. Members decided to wait until next month to see if a cut-off date is necessary. Four letters were sent out. 

The next zoning meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 16 at 7:00pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:51 pm.
______________________________

______________________________

Ted Berr, Chairman




Paula Friebertshauser, Secretary
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