Munson Township 

Zoning Commission Meeting

Minutes of August 20, 2007 

Chairman Jim Tekavec opened the meeting at 7:11pm. Ron Atkinson, Ted Berr, Ed Hren, Mike Vielhaber, Secretary Paula Friebertshauser, and Zoning Inspector Tim Kearns were present. 

Ted Berr moved and Mike Vielhaber seconded to approve the minutes of July 16, 2007. Motion carried. 

Correspondence Reviewed: Zoning Bulletins – 7/1, 7/15/ & 8/1; email response Mr. Dietrich dated 8/1/07 re: letter of 7/16 Conditional Use; copy of letter to Leo Petronzio from Geauga Soil & Water dated 7/26/07 re: Reserve at Bass Lake, Phase 1B Plan Review; Board of Zoning Appeals Minutes of 6/21; and amendment to County Subdivision Regulations from the Planning Commission dated 7/16/07.

Members discussed the response from Mr. Dietrich regarding residential use in the flood prone district under conditional use. Mr. Kearns commented that the Geauga Soil & Water Conservation District are going to start looking at these things and enforcing them. Mr. Hren said that since the Planning Commission didn’t have a problem with it, he doesn’t. Mr. Atkinson felt there should be some kind of check in the flood prone area. After further discussion it was agreed to amend the resolution Section 801.2 to exclude residential use in the flood prone district.
Mr. Kearns distributed the July Zoning Certificate listing. He referred to Section 1004.8 in regard to signs. He proposed adding language to allow government signs. Mr. Tekavec asked if they would be opening it up to all government entities. Wording was proposed to say “with the exception of Munson Township signs”.

Mr. Kearns then discussed the question of a lessee versus the property owner applying for a certificate. He provided the example of a landscaping business that was granted at Mayfield & Auburn Roads, and then the lessee moved out. Mr. Ray commented that zoning receives a letter from the property owner that the lessee has permission to act on their behalf. 

Members then initiated proposed amendments to Section 801.2 excluding residential use in the flood prone district, and Section 1004 allowing the township to place signs in the road right-of-way.

Ed Hren moved that an amendment to the Munson Township Zoning Resolution, identified as number 2007-04 consisting of 1 page, marked Exhibit A and attached hereto and incorporated herein as though fully rewritten, be hereby initiated by the Munson Township Zoning Commission this 20th day of August, 2007. Jim Tekavec seconded said motion. Upon the roll call, all members voted yes. Motion carried.

Ted Berr moved that the Munson Township Zoning Commission conduct a public hearing on the proposed amendment, identified as number 2007-04 to the Munson Township Zoning Resolution as attached hereto on the 17th of September, 2007 at 7pm at the Munson Township Hall, 12210 Auburn Road, Munson Township. Mike Vielhaber seconded the motion and upon the roll call all members voted yes, motion carried.

Ron Atkinson moved and Ted Berr seconded that the Munson Township Zoning Commission hereby submits the attached copy of the motion for a proposed amendment identified as number 2007-04 to the Munson Township Zoning Resolution with attached text pertaining thereto to the Geauga County Planning Commission this 20th day of August 2007. Motion carried.

The above documents in their entirety are attached as part of the minutes.

Trustee Todd Ray was present and informed the board about actions they (trustees) took at their last meeting. The first was that they received the letter from the Zoning Commission regarding setting up an architectural review board. The Trustees voted unanimously in support of such a board. Mr. Ray questioned whether it would be an amendment process or should the trustees take the initiative. Mr. Hren thought it gave the trustees the power, and Mr. Berr suggested it would be better to have a separate group from the Zoning Commission. It was agreed the Trustees should proceed with the initiative. Secondly, Mr. Ray informed the Board that the Geauga Soil & Water Conservation District amended their regulations of lot size to 1 acre instead of 5 acres. The Trustees approved the Memorandum of Understanding to increase scrutiny, and would like to ask the Zoning Commission to amend the resolution. Lastly, Mr. Ray advised the board that with the failure of the JEDD agreement, we now have an industrial zone in the residential district and if the plant should close it could be turned into an industrial use. He asked that the board rezone the parcel back to residential. 

Mr. Tekavec advised members that he was setting aside the balance of the agenda to turn the floor over to Mr. Ray in regard to Heather Hill. Mr. Ray had a conversation with Mr. Frenchie and was told they sold the operational rights not the property to a long-term care facility. Mr. Frenchie felt it would be an advantage to the township because they would contribute taxes to our community. Mr. Frenchie assured him that upon evaluation of the current structure there would be some renovation and reassignment of uses with expansion of a state of the art facility. There is to be a joint meeting with the Trustees and Zoning Commission. Mr. Ray had called to arrange a joint meeting with the Trustees and Zoning Commission, but Mr. Frenchie said he just wanted to meet with him. A meeting is scheduled for August 30th. Members discussed the existing acreage and open space. Total used acreage is 22.10 and total open area is 134.9 for a total of 157 acres. Mr. Ray commented that Mr. Frenchie met with Chief Harchar when the article broke out to discuss trying to stabilize revenue and the impact on the Fire Department. It was suggested that when an informational meeting is set up it would be of benefit to have Mr. Dietrich and Ms. Schlag in attendance. 

Mr. Tekavec asked that the rezoning from industrial to residential and reducing the lot size for Soil & Water be put on the agenda. The next area of business would be Section 202 after Institutional. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:51pm. The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 17th at 7pm.  

______________________________

______________________________

James Tekavec, Chairman



Paula Friebertshauser, Secretary
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