Zoning Commission

Munson Township

July 17, 2006
Chairman Ted Berr opened the meeting at 7:00pm. Ron Atkinson, Jim Tekavec, Mike Vielhaber, Zoning Inspector Tim Kearns, and Secretary Paula Friebertshauser were in attendance. Ed Hren was on vacation.
Jim Tekavec moved and Ron Atkinson seconded to approve the minutes of June 26, 2006. Motion carried.

Correspondence Reviewed: copies of letters from the Planning Commission dated 7/12/06 re: Nottingham Woods Final Plat and Woodland Creek Subdivision; June Zoning Certificate Listing; a letter from The Housing Advocates Inc. dated 6/30/06.
Mr. Kearns distributed the June Zoning Certificate listing. He pointed out there are three new homes going in; and the Munson Township Trustees are going for variances for bicentennial banners and a banner for the Community Day picnic.
Chief Harchar was present to further discuss driveway widths. He had been asked previously to present a letter stating how many fires there were and whether the fire apparatus was in the driveways. Chief Harchar explained it was hard to collect the information because the department does not note that specific data. He also mentioned that Prosecutor Rebecca Schlag said it should not have any bearing and is not relevant. Chief Harchar went on to say they don’t make it a policy to pull in driveways unless a fire is confirmed. It is something they have avoided doing in the last two years. The department does not want to be liable for cracking driveways because it becomes a liability issue. He is asking that perhaps the first 80 feet be 14 feet wide and thereafter 12 feet. 
Members agreed that they have enough information and when Mr. Hren is present they can further discuss the issue. Mr. Hren was to work on the language in regard to the driveway apron. Mr. Atkinson suggested Chief Harchar and Mr. Kearns could look at the proposed lots and advise the developer. Chief Harchar agreed he would not be adverse to reviewing residential properties. He offered that the department could also send a form letter to the property owner stating if the property owner thinks they have a problem they could contact the fire department. Mr. Kearns added that if a driveway comes in beyond 80 feet he could call the Chief in to look at it.
Chief Harchar commented that Hambden’s zoning has that if someone is going to put in that long of a driveway they need a fire pond. He suggested the Board adopt Hambden’s zoning for fire ponds.

Mr. Berr suggested the issue of accessibility should be noted repeatedly for the public. Mr. Tekavec commented it is not a zoning issue, and Mr. Atkinson added it is a safety issue for the Trustees and Fire Chief. 
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Upon Mr. Berr’s request, Mr. Atkinson provided an overview of the institutional issue for Mr. Vielhaber.
Mr. Atkinson spoke on the corner lot issue Mr. Kearns presented at the June meeting – he said a corner lot is restricted so that a home is not put too close to a busy road. And in terms of temporary signs – he provided examples from the model zoning. Mr. Kearns commented Munson’s fee schedule has a temporary sign permit of $50 yet it is not defined in the zoning resolution. 

Members discussed materials sent from The Housing Advocates Inc. It was agreed to send the material to Ms. Schlag for her review and a response on behalf of the Zoning Commission. 
The next Zoning Meeting was set for Monday, August 21 at 7:00pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:53pm.
______________________________

______________________________

Ted Berr, Chairman




Paula Friebertshauser, Secretary

