Munson Township

Zoning Commission

Minutes of February 11, 2008
Chairman Mike Vielhaber called the meeting to order at 7:05pm. In attendance were: Ron Atkinson, Ted Berr, Jim Tekavec, Zoning Inspector Tim Kearns and Secretary Paula Friebertshauser. Mr. Hren was absent.
Mike Vielhaber moved and Ted Berr seconded to approve the January 28th meeting minutes. Motion carried.
Correspondence reviewed: Zoning Bulletin 2007 Index and 1/10/08 and 1/25/08 issues; January Zoning Certificate listing.
Mr. Vielhaber summarized for those absent at the January meeting that Munson resident Jack Shinness had brought in an advertisement in the Good News for Ms. Kaschalk’s Great Blue Heron. Mr. Kearns had checked with legal counsel and was told there is nothing Munson can do as far as requiring her to fill out a zoning certificate or being classified as a home occupation. He could ask Ms. Kaschalk to fill out a certificate, but the prosecutor suggested leaving her alone. She is covered by state law. Mr. Kearns read from HB3717.42 and explained someone can serve food in their private residence, but in Geauga County it must be posted that “this home is not inspected by the Geauga County Health Department” and guests must sign a log book. 
Mr. Kearns distributed the January zoning certificate listing. In reviewing the listing, he pointed out that “Bronco Billy’s” restaurant had opened up in a building behind the Fowlers Mill Inn and Tavern. He explained to members that he attends zoning inspector meetings four times a year within the county, and in April, Munson will be hosting a meeting. Ms. Schlag and other prosecutors will be in attendance and plan on discussing agricultural and conditional uses. 
Mr. Kearns presented an agricultural exemption form from Newbury Township that he was considering implementing. He explained that recently he issued two agricultural permits on the same street. Both parties are involved in 4H. One built in front of the home and the other structure is 10 feet from the house. His concern is that once the children are no longer involved in 4H the structures would not be classified as agricultural. Mr. Kearns likes the form because it describes the use in detail and serves as a letter of intent. Mr. Atkinson commented the ORC states there is no zoning certificate required and it should probably be left alone. Mr. Berr felt it would take away from the spirit and intent of our zoning. Mr. Kearns said he would address the issue with Ms. Schlag at the April meeting. He invited the members to attend. 
Mr. Vielhaber mentioned he had spoken with John Gorka in regard to lighting. Mr. Gorka will attend the March 17th meeting. 

In regard to parking, Mr. Kearns said most townships have it broken down. Mr. Atkinson offered to draft some language for review.

Trustee Andy Bushman had to leave the meeting, but had asked Mr. Kearns to pass out a letter received on February 11th addressed to the Munson Township Board of Trustees from The Housing Advocates, Inc. They are seeking money damages in excess of $25,000 in regard to alleged discriminatory housing practices. Mr. Vielhaber agreed to call Ms. Schlag on Tuesday (February 12th) to notify her of the receipt of the letter and inquire as to what action should be taken. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:07pm.
______________________________

______________________________

Mike Vielhaber, Chairman



Paula Friebertshauser, Secretary

PAGE  
1

