Munson Township 
Zoning Commission Meeting

Minutes of December 17, 2007 

Chairman Jim Tekavec opened the public hearing at 7:18pm. Ron Atkinson, Ted Berr, Mike Vielhaber, Secretary Paula Friebertshauser, and Zoning Inspector Tim Kearns were present. Mr. Hren was absent.
Chairman Tekavec read the Geauga County Planning Commission’s letter of recommendation dated December 12, 2007. There was no public comment. The public hearing was closed at 7:20pm and the regular hearing immediately began.

Mike Vielhaber moved that the Munson Township Zoning Commission recommends the approval of proposed amendment 2007-06 to the Munson Township Zoning Resolution as attached hereto. Ron Atkinson seconded the motion and the roll being called, all members voted yes, motion carried.

Ted Berr moved that the Munson Township Zoning Commission hereby submits the attached recommendation on the proposed amendment, identified as number 2007-06, to the Munson Township Zoning Resolution together with the attached motion and text pertaining thereto, and the attached recommendation of the Geauga County Planning Commission to the Munson Township Board of Township Trustees this 17th day of December 2007.

The above documents in their entirety are attached as part of the minutes.

Ted Berr moved and Mike Vielhaber seconded to approve the minutes of November 26, 2007. Motion carried. 

Correspondence Reviewed: November Zoning Certificate Listing; Zoning Bulletin 11/15/07 issue; Planning Commission December 11th Agenda; Planning Commission letter dated 12/12/07 re: Proposed Amendment 2007-06. 

Zoning Inspector, Tim Kearns distributed the November Zoning Certificate listing. He explained an upcoming variance requesting an in-law suite over 1,800 square feet. Mr. Kearns then referenced Section 521.1(b) Number of Parking Spaces Required. He suggested it should be “One per 300 square feet of floor area.” Mr. Atkinson suggested there should be a minimum so there is reasonable access to a facility. Mr. Berr commented he would be more worried about asphalt coverage and run-off. Mr. Atkinson felt businesses would not pave more than they needed from an economic standpoint. Mr. Berr felt if they go to the 300 square feet it speaks for itself in terms of minimum parking spaces. Mr. Vielhaber asked if there would be a problem with providing a range of no less than one per 300 square feet to one per 100 square feet (33 spaces to 100 spaces). Trustee Bushman suggested the minimum be one per 200 square feet to one per 100. Mr. Berr commented that a parking lot can be expanded but not shrunk. Alvord’s Yard & Garden had requested a variance of 29 parking spaces for a 12,000 square foot building. Mr. Kearns offered to look deeper into how Bainbridge has it broken down.
Mr. Kearns then provided a definition for “Family”. The Board agreed to think about it.

Mr. Kearns explained that Joyce Bond from CT Consultants had called and advised him they are looking at parking now. He said she considers them a hospital. Mr. Kearns looks at it as commercial. Mr. Atkinson felt it was closer to a hospital than commercial, and maybe the Board will be forced to be more specific. Mr. Kearns commented that Ms. Schlag said to deny it and let them take it to court. He offered to bring in Bainbridge’s parking language.
Mr. Tekavec read aloud a definition for “Home Occupation”. He asked that the secretary type it up for the next meeting. 

Mr. Kearns then brought up the subject of lighting and presented Chesterland’s exterior lighting language. He felt there are a lot of variances for signs and this would give the Board of Zoning Appeals something to work from. It was noted that the secretary should type it up for review.

Trustee Bushman commented that Chesterland’s language for Oil & Gas Wells should be looked at as well. Mr. Kearns added there are things that can actually be done.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:04pm. 

______________________________

______________________________

Michael Vielhaber, Vice-Chair


Paula Friebertshauser, Secretary

PAGE  
2

