Zoning Commission

Munson Township

January 16, 2006
The first action of the January meeting was to swear in Jim Tekavec as a reappointed member for a 5-yr term, and Mike Vielhaber as a new member filling out the remainder of Andy Bushman’s 2006 term. 

Chairman Ed Hren opened the public hearing at 7:00pm. Ron Atkinson, Ted Berr, Jim Tekavec, Mike Vielhaber, Secretary Paula Friebertshauser and Zoning Inspector Tim Kearns were in attendance. 
Mr. Hren read a letter from the Geauga County Planning Commission dated January 11, 2006 giving their approval of proposed amendment 2005-03 subject to specific comments. There were no public comments. The public hearing was then closed at 7:11pm with the regular meeting opening immediately.

Members reviewed the comments listed in the Planning Commission’s letter. In discussing “contract construction services” there was much debate as to what the intended meaning was. Members agreed to leave it in, but delete the word “contract”. 

Mike Vielhaber moved that the Munson Township Zoning Commission recommend the approval of the following modifications to proposed amendment (2005-03) to the Munson Township Zoning Resolution as attached hereto. 


Existing 43.
barbers, beauty salons, shoe repair, tobacco shops, and newsstands


Proposed 43.
barbers, beauty salons, shoe repair, and tobacco shops


Proposed 59.
construction services, including offices, excluding heavy construction 



equipment

Jim Tekavec seconded the motion and the roll being called, the vote of the Munson Township Zoning Commission was 5-0, motion carried.

Ed Hren then moved and Ted Berr seconded that the Munson Township Zoning Commission hereby submits the attached recommendation on the proposed amendment, identified as number 2005-03, to the Munson Township Zoning Resolution together with the attached text pertaining thereto, and the attached recommendation of the Geauga County Planning Commission to the Munson Township Board of Township Trustees this 16th day of January 2006. All members voted yes (5-0), motion carried.

The above documents in their entirety are attached as part of the minutes.

Ed Hren moved to nominate Ted Berr as Chairman for 2006; Ron Atkinson seconded the motion. Motion carried.
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Ron Atkinson moved to nominate Jim Tekavec as Vice-Chair for 2006; Ed Hren seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Jim Tekavec moved and Ed Hren seconded to approve the December 19, 2005 minutes as written. Motion carried.

Members reviewed informal comments from the Planning Commission on proposed changes to Sections 202 and 1201.1. In discussing the erosion and sediment control plan, Mr. Hren asked Trustee Todd Ray what comes first – the memorandum of understanding or the amendment. Mr. Ray responded that the first time he believes the amendment came first. It was decided the zoning secretary would prepare the paperwork for initiation at the next meeting.

 Correspondence Reviewed: December Zoning Certificate Listing; Correspondence from the Geauga County Planning Commission: (1) notification of review of Nottingham Sketch Plan dated 12/22/05; (2) informal comments dated 12/28/05 on proposed changes to Sections 202 and 1201.1; (3) Agenda for 1/10/06 meeting.

Tim Kearns, Zoning Inspector, commented that he had attended the Planning Commission’s review of the Nottingham Woods sketch plan. They approved the fire pond and the cul-de-sac. However, they don’t have the final plat yet. Chip Hess has to discuss the acreage. Upon review of the sketch plan, it was apparent that they need 5 acre lots and would probably lose five to six lots. Mr. Hren felt they weren’t accurately portraying Munson zoning, and even though it is just a sketch plan, they are leading everyone to believe its all R-1. Mr. Kearns noted that he and Amy Holtshouse from CRWP would be walking the property and taking pictures. 

Mr. Kearns notified the Board that he was met with some controversy in discussing Munson’s map with Mr. Dietrich. Mr. Atkinson explained to Mr. Vielhaber that Munson Township is the only township that has two classifications, and the Planning Commission wants all the townships to be the same. A meeting has been set up for Wednesday, January 18 at 11:30am at the Planning Commission offices to further discuss the map issue. 
Zoning Inspector’s Report
Mr. Kearns distributed the December zoning certificate listing. He informed the Board that due to a conversation he had with Mr. Dietrich, he would like to propose a change to Section 406.1 Minimum Lot Size. The zoning secretary was instructed to prepare the proposal for Section 406.1 for the next meeting.
Mr. Kearns addressed questions asked at prior meetings. Members had wanted to know if gravel was alright with Fire Chief Harchar for drive coverage – it is ok, but not recommended. In regard to driveway widths in other townships, Russell Township has 14 feet at the request of their fire department. Chesterland has theirs divided between industrial and commercial. They are trying to change residential and Newbury is going to be looking at the issue, also. Mr. Kearns brought up the issue of the edge of the driveway being flush with the street. Mr. Teichman had told him that most developers are aware, but he has caught two instances. 
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Mr. Kearns pointed out that under Minimum Dimensional Requirements there is nothing under maximum lot coverage for residential. Other townships have 25% to 40%. It was agreed to put it on the agenda for the next meeting.

The next Zoning Commission meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 27th at 7pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm.

______________________________

______________________________

Ted Berr, Chairman




Paula Friebertshauser, Secretary

