MUNSON TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES SPECIAL MEETING

Wednesday, May 3, 
06

Chairman Frank Gliha opened the meeting at 6:30pm with Trustees Todd Ray and Andy Bushman present. Fiscal Officer Patricia Bayer was absent due to illness and the minutes were taken by the clerk-pro-tem Andy Bushman. The Board signed EFT payroll vouchers E31-E39 dated 5/6/06 totaling $9,322.19 and warrants 4967-4969 dated 5/6/06 totaling $526.60.

PARK BOARD
Tim Kearns of the Munson Park Board gave the Board a list of estimated costs for the proposed 2006 park projects. Discussion followed. Mr. Kearns will have quotes for the April 9 trustees meeting to replace the backstop and fence at the Kawalec field. He had quotes from McCaskey Landscape and Design and Munson Valley Landscaping to brush hog the parks. It will take 4-6 hours at $50 per hour and should be done twice in May, June, September and October and once in July and August. The board agreed it would be more cost effective to purchase the equipment.

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to purchase a brush hog from Spear’s Chardon Tractor Sales not to exceed $1,200, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

The Board discussed cleanup of the debris on the Scenic River Retreat property. It may cost more than the $8,000 allotted in the purchase agreement.  Mr. Teichman also discussed the repair of the parking lot at the township hall. 

FIRE CONTRACT WORKSHOP
At 6:43pm Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to go into a workshop with the fire department to discuss the fire budget, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. Chief Bernie Harchar, Trustees Mike Zivcic and Giovanni Denigris and other members of the fire department were present.

The workshop concluded at 7:35pm. 

Mr. Gliha discussed the COPE legislation regarding changes to cable television franchises. Mr. Gliha will send a letter on behalf of the board opposing the proposed legislation.

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:40pm, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Frank J. Gliha, Chairman  

Patricia A. Bayer, Fiscal Officer
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The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm by Chairman Frank Gliha, with Trustees Todd Ray and Andy Bushman present. Fiscal officer Patricia Bayer was absent due to illness The minutes were taken by the office manager, Judy Toth. Mr. Gliha opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. Correspondence was available for review. The Board signed warrants 4970-4991 dated 4/30/06 totaling $11,900.76 and Fifth Third Warrant 1207 dated 5/10/06 in the amount of $4,267.32 to transfer EMS collections from the Fifth Third lockbox to Middlefield Bank.

MINUTES

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to approve the March 14, 2006 minutes as written, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to approve the March 28, 2006 minutes as written, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to approve the April 11, 2006 minutes as written, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to approve the April 25, 2006 minutes as written, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to approve the May 3, 2006 minutes as written, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

PAVILION
Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to approve use of both pavilions for the Munson Elementary School end of year picnics (Henry) on Wednesday, June 7 and Thursday, June 8, 2006 from 10:30am to 2:30pm, for approximately 200 persons each day, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to lease the Emmons pavilion to the Chardon Football Club (Sullivan) on May 20, 2006 from 10am-2:30pm, approx. 15, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to approve use of the Emmons pavilion for a First Step Preschool all school picnic (Pokorny) on May 24, 2006 from 10am-1pm, approx. 50, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

COMMUNITY ROOM
Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to approve use of the community room for a Camp Thimbleberries class (Pedersen) on July 14, 15, 16, 2006 at 10am, for approx. 20 persons, fees $50 per day, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. [Request was resubmitted to change dates].
Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to approve use of the community room for a baptism party (Weinrich) on May 21, 2006 at 1:30pm, approx. 30, $75 room, $50 security deposit, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
FIRE DEPARTMENT

Fire Chief Bernie Harchar reported on fire department activities. Mr. Gliha agreed to follow up with the prosecutor’s office on questions that were raised at the fire contract workshop on May 3.

ROAD REPORT

Superintendent Jim Teichman advised he had a quote from Penn Ohio for an operator and equipment to clean up the Scenic River Retreat, substantially lower than the original $16,000 estimate.

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to allow Penn Ohio to clean up the Munson Township Scenic River Retreat, trash removal not to exceed $6,500.00, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. 

Mr. Teichman completed the pad for a pavilion at the Scenic River according to the dimensions staked out by the park board. The park board also marked out the parking area. Mr. Gliha asked Mr. Teichman to come before the board before executing projects at the parks. Mr. Teichman explained that the trustees had authorized the park board to get quotes for the pavilions, and he needed to do the prep work when he had the time.

For the record, Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to allow Jim Teichman to make a pad for the pavilion, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Ray asked what would be done with the topsoil generated by projects at the Scenic River. Mr. Teichman replied that all of the topsoil generated and possibly more will be needed when all of the debris is uncovered and removed. There is an 8’ x 8’ x 15’ bunker on the property. Mr. Ray suggested that some of the topsoil be put on the old driveway to discourage its use.

Funds were encumbered for a 5’ brush hog at the last meeting. Mr. Teichman asked the board to encumber an additional $339 to purchase a larger 6’ brush hog RCR1872 with a slip clutch for a 
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ROAD DEPARTMENT (continued)

total cost of $1,596.  The township tractor is 6’ wide, and the same horsepower will run the 5’ or the 6’ unit. He contacted other dealers to compare prices; the quoted mower is a heavier unit and a better mower.

He reported that the road department is cleaning up the cemeteries for Memorial Day. Boy scouts will plant the geraniums on the veterans’ graves.  The landscape mound in front of the township hall will have plantings in the shape of a bell and spell out “Munson” and “1806-2006” to commemorate the county’s bicentennial. Mr. Teichman introduced Jason Vatty and recommended that the board hire him for the vacancy on the road department. Mr. Vatty has a CDL license and has agreed to take welding courses if hired by the township. He is registered at the Department of Aging for senior services and worked with the road department for the past two years on rubbish day as a volunteer. 

The Board reviewed a spreadsheet of quotes from three vendors for the bushes and perennials around the township hall, prepared by road crew member Mark Stukbauer, one from a wholesaler in Willoughby and two from local nurseries in Munson and Chester.  Mr. Ray asked what the advantages were for using the wholesaler.  Mr. Stukbauer said the wholesaler has a larger business and has more of the sizes and colors available at a lower price. An order can be placed and picked up in the same day.  Not all of the plants and colors are available locally. Mr. Ray said it appeared to be an efficiency issue and a financial advantage to go to the larger grower. However, he struggled with the desire to give part of the business to a member of the community that participates in and contributes to the community. Mr. Gliha agreed the Munson nursery should be offered part of the business. Mr. Bushman circled some of the quoted plants, and asked Mr. Stukbauer and Mr. Teichman to meet with Greg Gannon of Four Green Fields to give him another opportunity to quote on those items.  

For the record, the new traffic light at the corner of Mayfield Road and Bass Lake Road went into operation at noon on May 5. 

RESOLUTION 2006-20/EAGLE SCOUT RECOGNITION/ANDREW STEPHEN BALES
Resolution 2006-20 was made by Mr. Bushman and seconded by Mr. Gliha to honor Andrew Stephen Bales of Boy Scout Troop 91 for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. [The resolution in its entirety is included on a separate page as part of the minutes.]

OPWC BALLOT

The Board reviewed the candidates for the Ohio Public Works Commission and cast votes for the following three slates of candidates: Daniel Whiting, Burton Township, Ed Demshar, Harpersfield Township, and J.J. Leet, Freedom Township. 

GEAUGA COUNTY SAFETY COUNCIL

Office Manager Judy Toth informed the Board that the Ohio Bureau of Worker’s Compensation’s Division of Safety and Hygiene is forming a Geauga County Safety Council, sponsored by the Middlefield Chamber of Commerce, to focus on workplace safety.  Members are required to send a designated representative to nine meetings held at different locations; one meeting must also be attended by an elected official or person in authority.  The first meeting will be July 7 in Middlefield.  The township will be given a 4% reimbursement of its worker’s compensation premium if it fulfills the attendance and reporting requirements. 

TOWNSHIP PARKS

Park Board member Tim Kearns discussed a letter from Baseball Coach Dave Kish to the trustees dated May 3, 2006 regarding the well project which he proposed at the September trustees’ meeting. The well will be used to water the major league ball field at the Township Park, which is home field for the Chardon High School baseball team. Fredebaugh Well Drilling will do the work and the Chardon High School Baseball Program will pay for any well and electrical installation costs that are not donated by Fredebaugh or the electric company. Mr. Kish’s letter stated that the well installation process and the usage of the well after installation would come at no cost to the residents of Munson. Mr. Gliha wanted to know if the township was expected to pay for the electricity once the well was in operation.  He asked that the offer be made on official letterhead and that proof of insurance be furnished.  Mr. Teichman said there would be no installation cost to the township if the township does not extend the well to the other fields and that Fredebaugh will be responsible for the insurance since they are doing the work. Mr. Kearns will contact Mr. Kish.
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PARK BOARD (continued)

Mr. Kearns presented spreadsheets of two sets of quotes for the backstop and fence at the Kawalec Field at the township hall.  The second set of quotes was for rewire instead of replacement as the poles are still solid.  All of the quotes are for 9 gauge galvanized steel. The township will repaint the poles that are rusted. The fencing will upgrade the field to current safety requirements for a 20 foot safety line. The fencing around the septic access adjacent to the field will also be redone. He noted that play has already begun on the fields, but because of the safety issue of the fence pulling away from the ground, he did not want to delay the project. He will contact the fence company and the Munson Baseball League to coordinate the project.

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to approve the quote from Auburn Fence to re-fence the Kawalec Field not to exceed $10,100.00, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Kearns addressed handicapped access to the major league field at the Township Park. He received a call from a woman with two handicapped passengers who asked to park next to the ball field to watch the game. Mr. Teichman came from his home to unlock the chain to allow her entry and again to reopen it to allow her to leave after the game. The Board agreed it was an unfortunate situation, but that parking could not be allowed because of the proximity to the playground.

AUBURN ROAD GAS LINE

Robert Lounsbury of Bridle Trail asked for the Board’s assistance in getting his property restored after pipe lines were installed across his property at the corner of Bridle Trail and Auburn Road.

Trenchers left two holes in the ditch. He added that one of the access pipes was broken off by the snowplows and surveyors leave flags and do not return to remove them. He called the contractor and was told that it was not the contractor’s responsibility. A representative from the gas company will be invited to a meeting to address his concerns.

Mr. Lounsbury was concerned about rumors of a street light for the new subdivisions on Auburn Road near Bridle Trail. Some of the neighbors are opposed and would like to be notified if a request is made for a light.

OTHER BUSINESS

Board of Zoning Appeals member Sofie Horvath asked the trustees for confirmation that a BZA member can attend Zoning Commission meetings without a conflict of interest. It was the trustees’ opinion that any resident may attend any public meeting. Ms. Horvath asked the Board to find out if there is legislation that will allow townships to regulate the use of firearms on personal property.

EXECUTIVE SESSION/PERSONNEL APPOINTMENT

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to go into executive session at 7:05pm for personnel appointment, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. Two sessions were held. Jim Teichman and Jason Vatty attended the first session. Chief Harchar attended the second.

The regular meeting resumed at 7:19pm.

ENCUMBRANCE SHEET APPROVAL

Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve the encumbrance sheet for May 9, 

2006, as follows

	Geauga Local Access Cable 
	Contract – Revenues 1st Qtr. Franchise
	8,744.86

	Repairs and Maintenance
	Blanket to 12/31/06
	500.00

	IGM Copy Products
	Copy Machine Maintenance
	400.00

	Penn Ohio
	Scenic River Clean-up
	6,500.00

	Spear Tractor Sales
	Additional cost for 6’ Brush Hog RCR 1872
	400.00

	Auburn Fence
	Backstop and Fence-Kawalec Field
	10,100.00


with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. The Board signed the encumbrance sheet.

MEETING ADJOURNED 

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:20pm, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Frank J. Gliha, Chairman  

Patricia A. Bayer, Fiscal Officer
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The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm at the Notre Dame Provincial Center Auditorium at 13000 Auburn Road by Chairman Frank Gliha, with Trustees Todd Ray and Andy Bushman and Fiscal Officer Patricia A. Bayer present. Mr. Gliha opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. Correspondence and the Clerk’s Monthly Report for April 2006 were available for review.  The Board signed warrants 4992-5018 dated 5/19/06 and 5/23/06 totaling $18,713.78 and Fifth Third warrant 1208 dated May 24, 2006 in the amount of $5,611.45 to transfer EMS collections from the Fifth Third lockbox to Middlefield Bank. The board signed the EFT vouchers for the May 19, 2006 payroll totaling $8,206.86.

MINUTES

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Bushman seconded to approve the May 9, 2006 minutes as written, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

PAVILIONS
Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve use of the Emmons pavilion for a graduation/confirmation party (Weir) on Sunday, June 11, 2006 from 2-8pm for approximately 25-28 persons, for a $25 fee and $25 security deposit, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve use of Pavilion #2 for a MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) picnic (Petersen) on June 25, 2006 from noon-4pm, for approx. 40 persons, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

COMMUNITY ROOM
Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve use of the community room for a bridal shower (Roote) on September 2, 2006 at 2pm, for approx. 60 persons, fees $75 room, $50 kitchen, $50 security deposit, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. 
Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve use of the community room for a quilters’ development program (Webster) on June 17, 2006 from 8am-5pm for approximately 25 persons, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
RESOLUTION 2006-21/CERTIFICATION AND PLACEMENT OF ESTATE TAX
Resolution 2006-21 was made by Mr. Gliha and seconded by Mr. Ray to request the county auditor to certify inheritance tax funds received in the amount of $144,848.18 and place them in the General Fund in the Permanent Appropriation, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. [The resolution in its entirety is included on a separate page as part of the minutes.]

CEMETERY DEED

The Board signed a cemetery deed to Walter J. and Janet E. Davis for Maple Hill III Cemetery, Lot 333, Graves 1 through 4.

ROAD REPORT

Superintendent Jim Teichman requested funds to purchase 30 six foot Scotch pine trees for the Scenic River Park at $35 each from Whitetail Woods Farm in Chardon, and authorization to travel to Dayton, Ohio to check out a 1999 rotary brush cutter advertised in a local trade magazine for $37,500.00.
Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to authorize Jim Teichman to travel to Dayton to view a 1999 rotary brush cutter to evaluate the equipment and make an offer not to exceed $38,000, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. The trustees encumbered $1,050 to Whitetail Woods Farm.

JASON VATTY HIRED

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to hire Jason Vatty for a position on the road department at $13.50 per hour effective June 12, 2006 with a 90 day probationary period, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. Mr. Vatty has agreed to have his welder’s certificate before his first anniversary of employment.

6:45PM/BID OPENING FOR 2006 RESURFACING/ROCKHAVEN & BEAN ROADS
Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to waive the reading of the legal notice published May 9, 2006 in The News Herald, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

There were five bids, all sealed and properly addressed.

1)  The Shelly Company, Twinsburg, Ohio, bid bond enclosed from Liberty Mutual Insurance Company, bid total: $273,912.57;

2)  Burton Scot Contractors, LLC, Novelty, Ohio, bid bond enclosed from Safeco Insurance Company of America, bid total $278,877.00.

3)  The Schloss Paving Company, Cleveland, Ohio, bid bond enclosed from Western Surety Company, bid total: $242,546.50;

4)  Ronyak Paving, Inc., Burton, Ohio, bid bond from Developers Surety & Indemnity Company, bid total: $239,128.00;
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BID OPENING (continued)

5)  Shelly & Sands, Inc., Akron, Ohio, bid bond from Ohio Farmers Insurance Company and Travelers Casualty and Surety Company of America, bid total $297,792.10.

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to turn the bids over to the road superintendent to review, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

SHERMAN ROAD

Resident Bill Zoller of Sherman Road discussed a recent automobile accident on that road near Valley Vista Drive which resulted in the tragic deaths of two Chester high school youths. The car traveled over a hump in the road at a high rate of speed, went airborne and crashed into several trees. Mr. Zoller noted he followed two cyclists today who were traveling in the middle of the east bound lane. He advised the striping is worn and there is a need for a double line. The road is narrow and has poor side berms. He asked about a reduction of the 45 mile per hour speed limit. Mr. Ray advised the trustees do not have the authority to reduce the speed limit on Sherman Road and reviewed the trustees’ efforts to get the speed limit reduced when the road was upgraded from gravel to pavement. Using the Ohio Department of Transportation’s guidelines, the county engineer determined that a reduction of the speed limit was not warranted. Mr. Gliha will contact the county engineer to follow up on these issues. Mr. Teichman advised Sherman Road is scheduled for striping this summer.

The board recessed the meeting at 7:23pm for the Munson Township Notable recognition and reception.

NOTABLE MUNSON RESIDENT BRUCE WARD
Mr. Gliha gave a short biographical history of each of the former recipients of the Notable Munson Resident award, familiarly known as the “Coveted Clock Award”, and introduced Ruth Osmond Hawkins, Helen Stewart, Richard Ruth, Roger Emmons, Joseph and Betty Koelliker and Charlie Poutasse who were present.  Sisters Dorotheus Wise and Margaret Hess were absent due to illness, but were represented by several members of their order. Mr. Gliha presented Bruce Ward with a numbered clock with his name and the date of the recognition inscribed. Bruce Ward served nine years on the Munson Township Park and Recreation Board from December 16, 1995 to May 30, 2004 as a charter member and unofficial chairman, five years on the Board of Zoning Appeals from October 13, 1998 to May 30, 2004 and as Trustee from May 30, 2004 to December 31, 2005, retiring when his term ended.  Bruce followed his father’s advice to lead rather than to follow, graduating second in his class from Westlake High School where he was president of the senior class, editor of the yearbook and newsletter, captain of the baseball team, and received the Ralph E. Senef award for outstanding senior. He entered the military in 1954 and served two years in Texas and Louisiana, graduated from Ohio State University with a degree in industrial management/marketing and worked for General Electric for 38 years receiving several promotions and awards. He moved his family to Munson Township in 1968. Bruce has been married to his high school sweetheart for 54 years and counts his daughter and four sons among his best friends. He owned and operated one of the nation’s most successful field trial English setter kennels and wrote articles published by American Field, Hunting Dog, Cleveland Press, and other periodicals. His interests still remain in hunting, fishing, golf, and investments. Commissioner Mary Samide presented a resolution from the Geauga County Commissioners and gave her personal testimony as the Wards have been her next door neighbors for many years. Mr. Ward expressed his appreciation for the recognition. and the meeting was recessed for refreshments. The regular meeting resumed at 8:22pm.

ROAD REPORT (continued)

Mr. Teichman received a request from Robert Cassidy to borrow 20 shovels and the township speaker and podium for a groundbreaking ceremony for the veterans’ memorial, which is to be erected in front of the Senior Center on Merritt Road. 

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to authorize Jim Teichman to loan out our shovels and podium for the veterans memorial groundbreaking ceremony on May 29 at 6pm, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

OUTSIDE MEETINGS

Mr. Gliha attended a Planning Commission meeting on May 9.

Mr. Bushman attended a Chagrin River Watershed Partners meeting on May 11

Mr. Ray and Mr. Bushman attended the rededication of the Geauga Hospital emergency room on Sunday, May 21 at 1:30pm. Munson EMS squad, Jonathan Sague, John Sumodi, and Angelo Piccirillo received an award for the EMS response of the year.
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OUTSIDE MEETINGS (continued)

Mr. Ray and Mr. Bushman attended Munson Boy Scout Troop 91’s Eagle Scout Investiture Ceremony on May 21st at 3pm honoring Andrew Stephen Bales, Ross Olaf Gunvalsen, and Troy Richard Hudson.

ENCUMBRANCE SHEET APPROVAL

Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve the encumbrance sheet for May 23, 

2006, as follows

	Osborne Concrete and Stone
	Stone for Scenic River Parking Area & Drive
	7,500.00

	Other – Supplies & Materials
	Blanket to 12/31/06 – Purpose mulch & flowers for landscape mound & triangle
	1,500.00

	Stollard Farms, Inc.
	Trees Replacement
	481.00

	Stollard Farms, Inc.
	Township Hall New Planting
	427.70

	Munson Valley Nursery
	Township Hall New Planting
	480.00

	Warner Kingwood Nurseries
	Township Hall New Planting
	450.00

	Roscoe Brothers
	Fertilizer – All Parks
	1,000.00

	Operating Supplies – Parks
	Blanket to 12/31/2006
	1,500.00

	Winter Equipment Company
	Cutting Edge
	700.00

	Other – Supplies & Materials
	Blanket to 12/31/2006 (Gen’l/Cemeteries)
	500.00

	Operating Supplies
	Blanket to 12/31/2006 (Gen’l Cemeteries)
	250.00

	Repairs & Maintenance
	Blanket to 12/31/2006 (Administration)
	400.00

	Whitetail Woods (Dan Serge)
	30 six-foot Scotch Pines
	1,050.00


with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. The Board signed the encumbrance sheet.

MEETING ADJOURNED 

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:26pm, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Frank J. Gliha, Chairman

Patricia A. Bayer, Fiscal Officer










