MUNSON TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING


Tuesday, April 11, 
06

The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm by Chairman Frank Gliha, with Trustees Todd Ray and Andy Bushman and Fiscal Officer Patricia Bayer present. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Correspondence and the Fiscal Officer’s monthly financial report for March 2006 were available for review. Warrants 4905-4910 dated 3/31/06 totaling $13,146.74 were signed between meetings. Warrants 4911-4948 dated 4/7/06 and 4/11/06 totaling $19,425.57 were signed. Warrants 4914-4916 were voided. Fifth Third Warrant 1204 dated 3/30/06 totaling $5,522.94 was signed between meetings to transfer EMS collections from the Fifth Third lockbox to Middlefield Bank. Fifth Third Warrant 1205 dated 4/12/06 in the amount of $9,373.52 was signed. Direct deposit for township payroll warrants through electronic fund transfer (EFT) was initiated on March 31, 2006. EFT Warrants E1-E5 totaling $6,980.36 were deposited on March 31, 2006 and Warrants E6-E15 totaling $9,670.50 were deposited on April 7, 2006. 

COMMUNITY ROOM
Let the record reflect the community room was used for a cub scout den meeting (Baldwin) on April 5, 2006 at 7pm for approximately 12 persons.

Let the record reflect the community room was used for a cub scout den 4 meeting (Kacvinsky) on April 7, 2006 from 7-9pm for approximately 16 persons.

Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve use of the community room for a Quilt Group class (Webster) on June 3, 2006 from 7:30am-6pm, for approx. 20 persons, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve use of the community room for a Camp Thimbleberries class (Pedersen) on July 28, 29, 30, 2006 at 10am, for approx. 15-20 persons, fees $50 per day, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Ray moved to approve use of the community room for Walden Oaks Homeowners Association meetings (Gessel) on June 4, August 6, October 1, and December 3, 2006 at 7pm, for approximately 15 persons, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve use of the community room for Munson Baseball League meetings (Lawrence) on April 30 and June 11, 2006 from 8-10pm, for approx. 25 persons, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve use of the community room for a Totally Dogs 4H Group meeting (Wilkes) on April 26, 2006 from 7-8:30pm, approx. 20 persons and 10 dogs, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
CEMETERY DEEDS

The Board issued Deed #111 dated April 11, 2006 to John & Pauline Bitonti for Fowlers Mill Cemetery Lot 17 Graves 1 & 2.  The board issued Deed #112 dated April 11, 2006 to John M. Bitonti to transfer Fowlers Mill Cemetery Lot 17 Graves 3 & 4 from John & Pauline Bitonti to John M. Bitonti. Deeds #111 and #112 replace Deed #80 dated May 29, 1979.

Deed #113 dated April 11, 2006 was issued to Judith Galinsky for Fowlers Mill Cemetery, Lot 17, Alley Grave 1A.

Deed #114 dated April 11, 2006 was issued to Walter McMaster for Maple Hill III Cemetery Lot 323 Graves 9 & 10.

CONTRACTS

The Board signed contracts for mowing and trimming various township properties to McCaskey Landscape and Design, Munson Valley Landscaping, Inc., and Yardmaster, Inc., and to McCaskey Landscape and Design for preparing the township ball fields.

RESOLUTION 2006-15/INHERITANCE TAX ADVANCE

Resolution 2006-15 was made by Mr. Gliha and seconded by Mr. Ray to request the total amount available of the inheritance tax collected during the month of March per letter dated April 5, 2006 from the Geauga County Treasurer, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

FIRE PREVENTION SEMINAR

The Board addressed a letter dated April 6, 2006 from Fire Safety Officer Mark Lynn requesting authorization to attend a seminar on the new fire codes on Wednesday, April 19 from 8am-4pm at the Middleburg Heights Community Center.

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to approve Assistant Fire Prevention Officer Mark Lynn’s attendance at the fire code seminar and to reimburse him his expenses, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
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ROAD REPORT

Road Superintendent Jim Teichman advised that the county engineer recommended going ten feet into a resident’s driveway for resurfacing projects, which will increase the cost of the project. Current standards allow four feet. The Board agreed to keep it at four feet except for special circumstances.  Mr. Teichman requested $900 for infield mix for the township ball fields from Highland Landscape Supply. The Board placed his request on the encumbrance sheet. The township hall/fire station parking lot will need to be addressed as it is deteriorating. Before a large amount of money is put into replacing or resurfacing the parking lot, the Board will need to make some decisions on the use of the current building and its possible expansion.

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to set a workshop for the road department on April 19, 2006 immediately following the park board meeting, at approximately 6:30pm, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
Mr. Teichman advised he is receiving a number of requests from residents to install drainage pipe in their ditches in the township road right-of-way. The road department has been doing this at cost for the residents as time permits - the residents pay for the materials and the township provides the labor. However, residents are becoming frustrated with the wait. He suggested putting together specifications for residents to contract privately for this work and implementing a township permit and inspection system to make sure that the work is done correctly. 

REIMBURSEMENT

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to reimburse the fiscal officer for costs associated with her attendance at the Geauga United Way annual luncheon meeting on April 7 not to exceed $25.00, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
PARK SIGN/SCENIC RIVER RETREAT
Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to approve an expenditure for a double-sided sign for the Munson Township Scenic River Retreat from Jim Polewchak not to exceed $3,000.00, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.  Mrs. Bayer advised that he will need to provide a copy of his worker’s compensation before work can commence.
OUTSIDE MEETINGS

Pat Bayer attended the Geauga United Way annual meeting on April 7.

Todd Ray, Andy Bushman and Pat Bayer attended the Geauga County Prosecutor’s 2006 zoning seminar at the new Geauga County Safety Center at 12450 Merritt Road on Saturday, April 8.

Frank Gliha attended an OTARMA board meeting in Columbus on April 7 and 8.

ENCUMBRANCE SHEET APPROVAL

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Bushman seconded to approve the encumbrance sheet for April 11, 

2006, as follows

	Highland Landscape Supply
	Sand/Infield Mix
	900.00


with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. The Board signed the encumbrance sheet.

MEETING ADJOURNED 

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to adjourn the meeting at 6:58pm, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Frank J. Gliha, Chairman  

Patricia A. Bayer, Fiscal Officer
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PUBLIC HEARING ZONING FOR AMENDMENT 2006-01

The public hearing for an amendment to the Munson Township Zoning Resolution, Amendment 2006-01, was called to order at 6:30pm by Chairman Frank Gliha, with Trustees Todd Ray and Andy Bushman present.  Fiscal Officer Patricia Bayer was absent due to illness and the minutes were taken by the office manager, Judy Toth. Mr. Gliha opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Bushman seconded to waive reading the legal notice published in The News Herald on April 7, 2006, that the text of the amendment was available for public review April 7-25, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Gliha read the recommendations of the Zoning Commission, signed by all of the members, and the recommendations of the Planning Commission that the Zoning Commission consult Article 16 of the Model Township Zoning Resolution regarding erosion and storm water control. Mr. Ray and Mr. Bushman affirmed that the Planning Commission’s recommendations were addressed. Mr. Gliha read the text of the amendment and asked for public comment or discussion. There was none. The Board signed Exhibit A.

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to close the public hearing on Zoning Amendment 2006-01 at 6:37pm, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. 

Mr. Gliha opened the regular meeting. He advised the warrants were signed and correspondence was available for the trustees.

RESOLUTION 2006-16/ZONING AMENDMENT 2006-01
Resolution 2006-16 was made by Mr. Ray and seconded by Mr. Gliha to approve Zoning Amendment 2006-01, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Correspondence was available for review. Warrants 4949-4957 dated 4/21/06 and 4/19/06 totaling $809.17 were signed between meetings. Warrants 4958-4966 dated 4/28/06 totaling $98,937.64 were signed. Fifth Third Warrant 1504 dated 3/30/06 totaling $5,522.94 was signed between meetings to transfer EMS collections from the Fifth Third lockbox to Middlefield Bank. Fifth Third Warrant 1206 dated 4/26/06 in the amount of $8,304.78 was signed. The following electronic fund transfers were made: E16-E25 totaling $10,432.80 for the April 21, 2006 payroll and E26-E30 totaling $7,154.62 for the April 28, 2006 payroll. The board signed the vouchers. 

PAVILION
Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve use of the Emmons Pavilion for a graduation party (Smallwood) on June 25, 2006 from noon to 7pm, approx. 50 persons, $25 fee, $25 security deposit, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to approve use of the pavilion for a GWRRA Chapter “D” breakfast cookout (Leagan) on June 4, 2006 from sunrise to noon, approx. 30 persons, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. Mr. Ray asked which pavilion was being reserved. Mrs. Toth advised that there is a group already scheduled for the Emmons pavilion. If the two events can be coordinated both will use the Emmons pavilion. Otherwise, GWRRA will use the lower pavilion. 

COMMUNITY ROOM
Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve use of the community room for a Totally Dogs 4H Group meeting (Wilkes) on Thursday, April 27, 2006 from 7-8:30pm, approx. 20 persons and 10 dogs, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
The Board addressed a request from Saralyn Lines to reserve the community room for a graduation party and to erect a 20’ x 20’ tent in the grassy area. The board will allow the tent and increase the security deposit to cover any damages.

Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve use of the community room for a graduation party (Lines) on Sunday, July 23, 2006 from 3-10pm, for approx. 100 persons, $75 room, $50 kitchen, $100 security deposit, and to permit them to erect a 20’ x 20’ tent on the township grounds, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to approve use of the community room for a Geauga County Democratic Party re-organizational meeting on June 1, 2006 from 6-9pm, and to reduce the meeting fee by one half to $25. Roll call vote:  Mr. Gliha, yes; Mr. Bushman, yes; Mr. Ray, no. Motion carried.  Mr. Ray would like both parties to pay the full fee to use the meeting room.

HEALTH INSURANCE RENEWAL

Melissa Schneider representing the Love Insurance Agency answered questions about Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield’s health insurance renewal quotations.  The premium increase for the current plan is 9%. Anthem is offering a 3% reduction provided the township agrees to move to a comparable PPO plan, at a savings of $741.93 per month.  The Board reviewed a spreadsheet comparing the two plans prepared by Love Insurance.
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HEALTH INSURANCE RENEWAL (continued)

Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Ray seconded to accept the Anthem Alternate Blue Access Option 24 Plan per quote dated April 11, 2006 from May 1, 2006 through April 30, 2007, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. Ms. Schneider gave the board an acceptance form to be signed by the fiscal officer and faxed to Love Insurance.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Fire Chief Bernie Harchar reported there has not been much activity at the fire department. He asked for a workshop to discuss the fire contract.

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Bushman seconded to hold a workshop with the fire department for the fire contract on Tuesday, May 2, 2006 at 6:30pm, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Harchar said the fire department currently pays close to $18,000 every 6 months for workers compensation. He contacted Tim Frank of the Frank Gates Service Group, the township’s third party administrator, to find out if the fire department is eligible to participate in the group rating program. He was advised that if the fire department is accepted, their premium would be cut in half.  He gave the Board the preliminary information and asked if the fiscal officer would contact Tim Frank to follow up. The cut off date for participation in the program is July 1. Mr. Harchar advised he reviewed the addendum prepared by the township to extend the fire contract an additional three months at the current contract amount rate. He asked the board to make any negotiated increases retroactive to April 1.  Mr. Gliha complimented Mr. Harchar on his power point presentation at the Hurricane Katrina volunteer recognition. Mr. Harchar advised G-TV gave the fire department several copies of the taped program and he was pleased with the results. The fire department trustees are considering a Casino Night to raise funds for the fire department. He had some concerns and asked them to get the township trustees’ approval before moving forward.

RESOLUTION 2006-17/FIRE CONTRACT ADDENDUM

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to approve an addendum to the Munson Fire Contract to extend the current contract three months from April 1, 2006 through June 30, 2006 at $72,500 per month, for a total contract amount of $217,500, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

ROAD DEPARTMENT

Road department employee Mark Stukbauer submitted a quote for materials to landscape the perimeter of the Township Hall with hardy bushes and perennials that will require low maintenance. He received quotes from three nurseries and recommended that the board encumber funds to Warner Kingwood Nurseries in Willoughby. Their prices are substantially lower because they are a wholesaler.  Mr. Gliha asked him for a comparison of the quoted prices for the township records and he gave them copies of his faxed quotes. The Board encumbered $1,500 to Warner Kingwood Nursery. Mr. Gliha asked if the proposal included the bicentennial landscape mound in front of the township hall. Mr. Teichman advised it was not included and they needed to find out if the mound would create a visibility problem. Chief. Harchar said the height would not be a problem. 

2006 RESURFACING PROJECTS

Mr. Teichman advised the engineer’s bid package and specifications were before the board for approval for resurfacing Bean Road from Route 44 to Bass Lake Road and Rockhaven Road from the Wye to Cedar. He reviewed the specifications prior to the meeting and recommended that the board move forward with the project.  The Board signed the specifications approval sheet.

RESOLUTION 2006-18/RESOLUTION TO PROCEED

Resolution 2006-18 was made by Mr. Gliha and seconded by Mr. Bushman to order the asphalt resurfacing of Section B of Bean Road, TR 103, and Section B of Rockhaven Road, TR 106, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
Mr. Teichman asked for $500 for stain and brushes to stain the pavilions at the Munson Township Park. Funds are available on a blanket certificate for the project.

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to approve the purchase of brushes, paint and materials to stain the park pavilions, not to exceed $500.00, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Teichman advised he can purchase 4-5’ blue spruce pine trees, balled and wrapped in burlap, raised from seed, from ME Enterprises on Ridge Road in Madison. Possible uses are for tree line boundaries at the Scenic River Park or the north side of the fire station.

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to authorize the purchase of blue spruce trees at Jim Teichman’s discretion not to exceed $500, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. 

Mr. Teichman asked to use $1,000 of the township gravel supply for drives and parking at the Scenic River Retreat. Frank asked to see estimated costs for all of the proposed park projects before authorizing any additional individual projects. 
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RUBBISH DAY UPDATE

Mr. Teichman advised the road department has been picking up rubbish from the seniors who registered for help with the Department on Aging. He reviewed unaccepted items for rubbish day and advised that he will have assistance on Friday and Saturday from four inmates from the county jail.

OTHER BUSINESS

Resident Sofie Horvath advised the cross traffic signs at the corner of Wilson Mills and Fowlers Mill were removed by the county. The engineer said they were placed illegally on the stop sign post.  The township will research who erected the signs and if they can be put up in a different location.

PAYMENT OF MCCASKEY LANDSCAPE INVOICE

Mr. Bushman moved and Mr. Ray seconded to authorize payment of the invoice from McCaskey Landscape and Design for aeration of the township ball fields and soccer field in the amount of $675.00, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
RIDGDON BURIAL AND CEMETERY LOT FEES

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to waive the grave and interment fees for Philip Rigdon in the amount of $275.00 as he was a longstanding Munson Township resident, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. [Phil Rigdon, a 19 year employee, was township sexton and road foreman at the time of his death on April 13, 2006. Munson mourns his passing.]

POLICE CONTRACT

The Board reviewed Deputy Robin Morris’ April report which she dropped off earlier in the day. Mr. Gliha will meet with Sheriff McClelland to ask if her schedule can be varied to provide better coverage for the township.

COX PERSONAL PROPERTY CLAIM

The Board addressed a request from road department member Charles Cox to submit a claim to the township insurance company for $200.20 to replace his glasses. He reported he lost them while blowing leaves at the cemetery and later found them in a pile of leaves. He brought the glasses into the township office to verify that the frames were broken and the lenses were scratched.

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to submit a claim to OTARMA for Charles Cox for lost and damaged glasses in the amount of $200.20, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
RESOLUTION 2006-19/OPPOSITION TO THE TEL OR TABOR AMENDMENT

Resolution 2006-19 was made by Mr. Gliha and seconded by Mr. Ray to oppose the TEL or TABOR amendment on the November ballot which proposes to change the voting structure to require a majority of all registered electors, not a majority of the electors who vote, in order to pass a levy, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. [The resolution in its entirety is included on a separate page as part of the minutes.]
Mr. Gliha advised that it would be very difficult to pass a levy under these circumstances, and that this legislation would have a profound negative impact on funding for local governments and service agencies.

MCCASKEY CONTRACT

Mrs. Toth advised that McCaskey Landscape and Design has prepared the ball fields for play. Completion is being held up by the township until the backstop can be replaced at the Kawalec Field. McCaskey’s contract specifies that he will not be paid until the entire job is completed. 

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to authorize McCaskey Landscape and Design to submit an invoice for work completed, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

TREASURY BILL RENEWAL
The Board addressed a request from the fiscal officer to renew a Treasury bill for an additional six months which will mature at $100,000. Mr. Bushman said he checked the renewal rates earlier in the day and they were good.

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to renew the $100,000 Treasury bill with Fifth Third Bank for six months, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
WINDOW CLEANING

The Board encumbered $167.50 to All-bright Window Cleaning Company to wash the township hall windows. Mr. Bushman asked if the board should get an estimate for the fire department windows.  Mr. Harchar said it was not necessary; the fire department personnel would continue to do it.
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OUTSIDE MEETINGS

Mr. Ray attended a Western Reserve Land Conservancy meeting on April 12 and a Zoning Inspector Training at the Medina City Department of Planning on April 20. 

Mr. Gliha, Mr. Bushman and Mrs. Bayer attended the Geauga Township Association meeting on April 12 at the EOUV Club in Russell Township.

MUNSON SCHOLARSHIPS

Mr. Gliha completed his draft of the application forms for the Munson Scholarships and asked resident Bruce Ward to review them. He will also forward the draft to Mr. Bushman and Mr. Ray for their suggestions. After the applications are finalized, they will be distributed to the schools, and a selection committee will be formed. Mr. Ward suggested that the selection committee include the trustee chairman, a second trustee, chairman of the zoning commission, chairman of the board of zoning appeals, chairman of the park board, and a township resident. 

ZONING WORKSHOP 

The trustees will pay the $30 registration fees for the zoning boards to attend the Planning and Zoning Workshop June 16 at the Auburn Career Center.

ELECTED OFFICIALS CONFERENCE

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to authorize expenses for the trustees and fiscal officer to attend Steven LaTourette Elected Officials Conference in Washington, D.C. on June 15 and 16, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

ENCUMBRANCE SHEET APPROVAL

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to approve the encumbrance sheet for April 25, 

2006, as follows

	Travel and Meeting Expense
	Blanket to 12/31/2006
	1,000.00

	Warner Kingwood Nursery 
	Township Hall Landscaping
	1,500.00

	All Bright Window Cleaning Co.
	Clean Township Hall Windows
	167.50


with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. The Board signed the encumbrance sheet.

MEETING ADJOURNED 

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Bushman seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:10pm, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Frank J. Gliha, Chairman  

Patricia A. Bayer, Fiscal Officer










