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The meeting was called to order at 6:05pm by Chairman Andy Bushman with Trustees Frank Gliha and Todd Ray and Fiscal Officer Patricia Bayer present. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Warrants 6536-6560 dated 1/31, 2/5, and 2/8/08 totaling $105,624.28 were signed between meetings. Warrant 6550 was voided. Warrants 6561-6580 dated 2/12/08 totaling $20,351.23 were signed. EFT Vouchers 573-577 for the 1/31/08 monthly payroll totaling $7,692.45 were signed between meetings. EFT Vouchers 578-587 for the 2/8/08 bi-weekly payroll totaling $10,133.12 were signed. Middlefield Bank Warrant 1030 dated 2/13/08 in the amount of $10,224.62 and Fifth Third Warrant 1246 dated 2/13/08 in the amount of $1,220.26 were signed to transfer EMS collections from the lockboxes to Middlefield Bank. Correspondence and the Fiscal Officer’s monthly financial reports for December 2007 and January 2008 were available for review. 

COMMUNITY ROOM RENTAL
Let the record reflect Leadership Geauga met in the community room on January 25, 2008 from 7-8:55am and 3:30-5pm, approx. 26 persons. Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to waive the fees.  Roll call vote: Mr. Gliha, yes; Mr. Ray, yes. Mr. Bushman abstained as he took part in the scheduled activities. Motion carried.

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve the rental agreement for a Munson Mudhens Texas Hold-em Tournament Team Fundraiser (Paterniti) on March 15, 2008 from 6pm to midnight for approximately 75-80 people, and to waive the room and kitchen fees and the security deposit, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.  Mr. Carmen Paterniti was present to answer questions about the fundraiser. He advised that they would secure the necessary permits to serve liquor at the fundraiser. 

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve the rental agreement for Troop 91 (Crawford) to use the community room to clean their equipment on February 9, 2008 from 1-3:30pm, approx. 10, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve the rental agreement for a Christ Child Society Sew-ins (Run) on March 1, April 5, and May 10, 2008 from 9am-4pm, for approximately 8 to 15 persons, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. 

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve the rental agreement for Girl Scout Troop 519 and 925 meetings (Giarelli) on February 8 and 22, 2008 from 3-5pm, approx. 10, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve the rental agreement for a Riverbend Homeowners Association meeting (Stricker) on March 5, 2008 at 7pm, approx. 5, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to allow the Rainbow Decorative Artists (Sulik) to use the meeting room on March 8, April 12, May 17, September 13, October 11, and November 8, 2008 from 9:30am-3:30pm, approx. 20, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to allow the Geauga County Republican Women’s Club to hold a spaghetti dinner (Fromhercz) on February 15, 2008 from 5-7pm, approx. 50, to reduce the fees to $25 for the room and $25 for the kitchen, and to waive the $50 security deposit. Roll call vote, Mr. Gliha, yes; Mr. Bushman, yes; Mr. Ray, no. Motion carried.

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve the rental agreement for a birthday party (Sankovich) on February 23, 2008 at 2pm, approx. 30, $75 room, $50 kitchen, $250 security deposit (liquor served), with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
RESOLUTION 2008-05/FUND TRANSFER
Resolution 2008-05 was made by Mr. Ray and seconded by Mr. Gliha for Temporary Appropriation within fund transfers in the General Fund and Road and Bridge Funds, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. [The resolution in its entirety is included on a separate page as part of the minutes.]
POLICE CONTRACT REPORT
Deputy Chris Weber reported on January traffic stops and citations and explained how the calls are documented on his report.

PAGERS CANCELLED

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to authorize the road superintendent to collect and return the pagers and to discontinue the service, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
ADDITION MAINTENANCE BLDG #2 
Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve an advance payment to The Western Reserve Pole Buildings Company in the amount of $7,500 for materials for the addition to Maintenance Building No. 2, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
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SURVEILLANCE CAMERA

Zoning Inspector Tim Kearns submitted a quote to purchase a surveillance camera for the recycling facility. The camera will have night vision capabilities and may be set off by motion to reduce the amount of footage to be reviewed. He advised that one of the sheriff’s deputies has been assigned to assist with identifying violators. 

COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to continue the township’s participation in the Ohio Cooperative Purchasing Program for a fee of $100, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
FIRE REPORT

The monthly fire report was distributed. Fire Chief Bernie Harchar reported that a resident was trapped in his car when 40-60 mile per hour winds caused a tree and downed wires to fall on his car. Rescue was delayed until the wires could be removed by the electric company. Mr. Harchar suggested that the fire department be notified immediately when there is a downed wire or a stranded motorist. They are available 24 hours a day to assist in pulling cars from the ditch as long as the incident does not require a police report.   

COPY MACHINE

Office Manager Judy Toth recommended that the township purchase a new copy machine from IGM Copy Products with faxing capabilities and a scanning module. The machine retails at $13,000 and is available to the township for $5,595. There will also be a maintenance agreement at a cost of 1 cent per black and white copy and 6.8 cents for color copies. The township will keep the old copier as it has no trade-in value. The trustees suggested that she sell the old copier and fax machine by internet auction.

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve the purchase of a copier from IGM Copy Products not to exceed $6,100, with a maintenance agreement, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
SPECIAL MEETING SCHEDULED

Mr. Ray advised a special meeting will be set up with University Hospitals, Geauga Water Resources, the Ohio EPA, and assistant prosecutor Becky Schlag to discuss the long term care facility proposed to be constructed on University Hospital’s Heather Hill property.

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to hold a special meeting on Tuesday, February 19, 2008 at 6pm to interview Jim Metzger for the fire department board of trustees and to discuss the University Hospitals long term care project with water resources and the Ohio EPA, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. [Let the record reflect the meeting was subsequently rescheduled for Wednesday, February 20.]

OUTSIDE MEETINGS

Mr. Bushman attended a Geauga Safety Council meeting on February 1. 

ENCUMBRANCE SHEET APPROVAL

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to accept the encumbrance sheet for January 22, 2008, as written:

	Geauga Local Access Cable Corp.
	Contract Payment from 4th Qtr. Fees
	9,007.07

	Clemson Portable Restrooms
	2 units @ $64 per unit – 6/1-9/30
	512.00

	Waste Management
	Parks Rubbish Cart Service
	1236.50

	Treasurer State of Ohio
	Cooperative Purchasing Program
	100.00

	Delta Dental
	Dental Insurance
	4,000.00

	IGM Copy Products, Inc.
	Copy Machine
	6,100.00


with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. The Board signed the encumbrance sheet.

MEETING ADJOURNED 

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:08pm, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
___________________________Chairman  __________________________Fiscal Officer
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The special meeting was called to order at 6:10pm by Chairman Andy Bushman with Trustees Frank Gliha and Todd Ray present. Fiscal Officer Patricia Bayer was not required to attend and the minutes were taken by Todd Ray. Warrants 6581-6594 dated 2/20/08 and 2/22/08 totaling $15,173.75 were signed.
The Trustees interviewed Jim Metzger for the fire department board of trustees. Fire Chief Bernie Harchar was also present for the interview.

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Bushman seconded to appoint Jim Metzger to a two-year term as the Munson Trustee appointee to the Fire Board, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
WORKSHOP RE PROPOSED LONG TERM CARE FACILITY AT HEATHER HILL
Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Bushman seconded to close the special meeting and to go into a workshop at 6:35pm, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
Also present at the workshop: Ed Hren, Ted Berr, Ron Atkinson, Jim Tekavec, from the Munson Zoning Commission, Tim Kearns, Zoning Inspector, David Dietrich, Planning Director, Geauga County Planning Commission, Rebecca Schlag, Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, and Doug Hiestand from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. 

The board discussed the sewage treatment plant on the University Hospitals Extended Care Campus, and the permit process that will allow the private third-party developer of the proposed long term care facility to access the sewage treatment facility. Several questions were identified related to whether the plant would be operated as a public or private utility. 

Based on the comments of Doug Heistand,  EPA approval of the PTI  (permit to install) for access to the sewage treatment plant would require the amendment of Munson Township's 208 Water Quality Plan and approval of the same by the Geauga County Commissioners. Currently the township’s 208 Plan did not include a sewer district for the UH campus, as it was presently operating as a private, single-user plant. Munson has a memorandum of understanding with the Geauga County Commissioners, and the County Water Resources Dept. administers the County 208 Water Quality Plan, which allows the County to support the township’s zoning. Because this plant is not identified as a sewage treatment district in the 208 Plan, it would be disallowed unless the township amended its part of the 208 Plan and the Geauga County Commissioners agreed. 

The question remained whether the UH treatment plant would become a public utility or a privately owned utility with private third party tenants. 

These were the topics of concern:

By allowing a third party user to secure access to the sewage treatment capacity of the currently private UH plant, concerns were raised that neither Munson Township nor the Geauga County departments had ever had to address. 

Should this PTI be granted, UH in effect would operate the plant as a private vendor (selling or leasing) sewer treatment to another private business "tenant."  If new (entrepreneurial) initiatives were brought to UH that would require tying-in to the treatment facility, and the plant owner/operator (UH) was not a public utility, the question was raised who would have the regulatory authority to approve additional tie-ins. Once that door was opened, what would prevent UH from entertaining additional cooperative ventures with other third-party users.
If a private developer purchased undeveloped land outside of but contiguous with the UH EC campus, and sued to gain access to the UH facility's unused treatment capacity, how would Munson Twp. have a role in fighting this expansion of the sewer district if it is a private facility. Would UH give the township some (legal and binding) assurance that Munson or the County would have a say in any decision of this kind.
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Similarly, should this PTI be granted, UH in effect would operate the plant as a private vendor (selling or leasing) sewer treatment to another private business "tenant." This would not be an approved use within the institutional district, and so would require a separate variance on the UH property where the sewer treatment plant is located.
It was the trustees’ position that UH should turn over the operation of the sewage treatment plant to the Geauga County Water Resources Dept. to be run as a public entity, and place each of these questions within the known regulatory world, subject to the prescribed procedures that already exist.

Granting the variance for the proposed project would be followed by the sale and transfer of ownership of that parcel, thus altering the balance of acreage on the UH EC campus.  That transaction could, in fact, cause one or more of the remaining parcels of the UH Extended Care campus to fall into non-conformance with the Munson institutional district requirements. One variance could not be granted if it created another non-conformance on a different parcel.  For this reason, it was critical and necessary that, as part of the application for the currently proposed project, UH should demonstrate that the acreage of undeveloped land remaining would satisfy the ratio requirement for the institutional district for the entire UH EC campus and the individual parcels. Specifically, Munson would need to see a complete and detailed site plan for the campus that clearly indicated the acreage currently in a developed status, the acreage that might be set aside for possible future development, and the acreage that would be designated for undisturbed open space.

Open space and the long-term preservation of this land in a set-aside status is a top priority for the township.  Munson would like to see the undeveloped acreage identified and agreed upon by both UH and Munson Twp., and then protected by a legal instrument such as a conservation easement to be held by a third party such as the Western Reserve Land Conservancy or Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District.

The Munson trustees agreed they should urge UH to address these last two matters by working directly with the Munson Township Zoning Commission.

Mr. Ray agreed to contact UH representatives to arrange a meeting to discuss the issues and questions that had been identified. 

The workshop concluded at 7:35 p.m.

___________________________Chairman  __________________________Fiscal Officer
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The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Chairman Andy Bushman with Trustees Frank Gliha and Todd Ray and Fiscal Officer Patricia Bayer present. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Warrants 6595-6625 dated 2/25, 2/26, and 2/29/08 totaling $110,445.63 and EFT Vouchers 588-597 for the bi-weekly payroll dated 2/22/08 totaling $12,633.30 were signed. Warrant 6619 was voided. Middlefield Bank Warrant 1031 dated 2/27/08 in the amount of $1,909.29 and Fifth Third Warrant 1247 dated 2/27/08 in the amount of $692.79 were signed to transfer EMS collections from the lockboxes to Middlefield Bank. Correspondence was available for review. 

COMMUNITY ROOM RENTAL AGREEMENTS
Let the record reflect Troop 91 held a meeting in the township hall kitchen (Baron) on February 12, 2008 from 6:30-7:30pm, approx. 7 persons.  Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve an AFS Northeast Ohio Area Team meeting (Morris) on February 26, 2008 at 6:30pm, approx. 12, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve a political fundraiser (Chartrand) on March 17, 2008 from 4-10pm, approx. 80, for a $75 fee, and to waive the kitchen fee ($50) and security deposit ($50), with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve a Western Reserve Farm Co-op meeting (Simyak) on April 17, 2008 from 5:30-9pm, approx. 75, $50 room fee, $50 security deposit, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to approve Girl Scout meetings (Hlifka) on March 12, 19, 26, April 2, 16, 30, May 7, 21, 2008 from 6-8pm, for approx. 15 persons, and to waive the fees, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

REFUSE PICKUP 

Mr. Bushman signed the service agreements prepared by Waste Management for weekly refuse pickup at the township hall and parks. 

SECURITY CAMERA

Zoning Inspector Tim Kearns introduced Jim Sievers of Sievers Security who explained the best cameras for surveillance and gave a very thorough detailed explanation of how the cameras can do the surveillance at the recycling site. 

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded that the township purchase Sievers Security System which is as follows: one 500 GB networkable hard drive $839.55, two 50mm outdoor cameras @ $551.65 per camera, one 17@ monitor $800, cable $180.00, converters $159.08, and security service labor, $1,200.00, for a total not to exceed $4,300.00, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

ZONING REPORT

Mr. Kearns gave his report on zoning permits issued and current zoning occurrences. He advised he had five architects selected for the board to interview. Munson will host the April 9 county-wide zoning inspectors’ meeting and he requested $100 for refreshments. Two prosecutors have been invited to speak on agricultural exemptions and conditional uses.

Mr. Ray moved and Mr. Gliha seconded to allow an expense of $100 for the Zoning Inspectors’ meeting on April 9, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

ROAD REPORT

Road Superintendent Jim Teichman discussed complaints he is receiving from a resident about a family that is parking on the cul-de-sac on North Bridle Trail. They have a steep driveway and are not able to get in and out because of the ice and snow. Mr. Teichman advised them where to park on the cul-de-sac so as not to interfere with safety vehicles and snow plows. The addition to Maintenance Bldg. No. 2, the road department’s equipment storage building, has been started and is projected to be completed by next month. He brought in samples of uniforms from Cintas to compare with those currently provided by Aramark. One of the trucks is down for repairs. He proposed to lay out the new section of Maple Hill Cemetery and to transplant 30 hardwood maple trees from Nero Park to the cemetery. He will get prices on fence sections and ornamentation to extend the fence 75 feet at Fowlers Mill Cemetery. He proposed to have the road department purchase the materials and install the fence. He suggested that two road department members attend classes to learn how to repair and reset stones. The repairs can be done a few at a time. A large tree needs to be removed at Maple Hill Cemetery. He will get quotes to purchase a geotracking device to plot the trails at the parks. The septic system needs to be repaired at the Munson Township Park. The pipe was upended by a downed tree.
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ROAD REPORT (continued)

He recommended piping the ditch line on Fowlers Mill Road from the corner of Fowlers Mill and Sherman to Tom Hall’s driveway, the east side only, to protect the edge of the road, and asked to purchase a used dozer for clearing trails. Two trucks should be replaced, one pickup and the 1989 2-1/2 ton truck at an approximate cost of $36,000 and $116,000. The tires on the 1986 4WD loader are worn and will be replaced before rubbish day at an approximate cost of $2,200.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Fire Chief Bernie Harchar advised he met with a representative from Workers Compensation to discuss the fire department’s workers compensation premiums.  Although the department has not experienced a high rate of injury, they are placed in a high risk category. He plans to contact Senator Grendell to discuss the issue. The fire department received a grant from FEMA. He highly recommended the services of Paul Magooch who does the fire department’s computer maintenance. 

FISCAL OFFICER’S BOND

The board set the fiscal officer’s four-year bond at $195,000 coverage for a premium of $886.00 for her term commencing April 1, 2008. 

PERMANENT APPROPRIATION

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to set a workshop for the permanent appropriations on March 25, 2008 at 5:30pm, with the normal meeting to follow, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES SET

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to hold Munson Township’s Memorial Day services on Monday, May 26, 2008 at 8:30am at Maple Hill Cemetery, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

MUNSON NOTABLE RECEPTION

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to hold the Munson Notable reception on Tuesday, May 27, 2008 at 7:15pm at the Notre Dame Provincial Center on Auburn Road, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.

RESOLUTION 2008-06/FUND TRANSFER

Resolution 2008-06 was made by Mr. Ray and seconded by Mr. Gliha for within fund transfers in the Temporary Appropriation in the General Fund and Fire Operating and Apparatus Fund, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. [The resolution in its entirety is included on a separate page as part of the minutes.]

OUTSIDE MEETINGS

Mr. Bushman attended a Chagrin River Watershed Partners meeting on February 21. Mr. Ray attended a Western Reserve Land Conservancy meeting on February 13.

GEAUGA PARK DISTRICT TOWN HALL MEETING

On March 6, 2008 from 7-8:30pm, the Geauga Park District will hold a town hall meeting at the Munson Township Hall for Munson residents to be updated on park services.

HEALTH LEVY

Mr. Gliha as Chairman of the Health District Advisory Council briefly discussed the need for the health levy which will be on the November ballot. 

ENCUMBRANCE SHEET APPROVAL

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to accept the encumbrance sheet for February 26, 2008, as written:

	Sievers Security
	Security Camera
	4,300.00

	Refreshments for Zoning Inspectors
	Meeting (Blanket to 3/31/08)
	100.00

	 Burnham & Flower Insurance Group
	Fiscal Officer’s Bond
	886.00


with a unanimous vote. Motion carried. The Board signed the encumbrance sheet.

MEETING ADJOURNED 

Mr. Gliha moved and Mr. Ray seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:56pm, with a unanimous vote. Motion carried.
___________________________Chairman  __________________________Fiscal Officer
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