
MUNSON TOWNSHIP

LAND USE PLAN

December 5, 2000


Updated:
October, 2002


Revised:
March, 2003

as authorized by and under the direction of

The Munson Township Board of Trustees
prepared under the direction of

The Munson Township Zoning Commission
and

The Munson Township Long Range Land Use Planning and Advisory Committee 

and with the professional assistance of

NORTHSTAR PLANNING AND DESIGN, INC.
Updated and revised by the Geauga County Planning Commission


Munson Township Board of Trustees


Frank J. Gliha


Todd R. Ray


Mary E. Samide


Munson Township Zoning Commission

George W. Collins II

Ed Hren

Ron Atkinson

V. Gail Roussey

Theodore Berr

The Munson Township Plan Update

is born of the commitment and hard work

of many township residents and elected officials.

Gratitude is extended to all persons

who participated in one or more of the meetings

which led to the adoption of this plan.

Your commitment will benefit

the residents of Munson Township

for many years to come.

Special recognition is due to

the late Jane Bushman

a long-time resident and advocate of planning

for our township.

Special thanks is also due to the

present and past members of the

Long Range Land Use Planning and Advisory Committee:

James Alexander

Ronald Atkinson

Theodore Berr

Joanne Brady

George Collins II

Robert Davis

George Edgar

Dr. Robert Faehnle

Paula Friebertshauser, Secretary

Edward Hren

Gloria Leagan

Irene McMullen

James Mekeel

Diane Moore

Dorothy Van Poppel Ray

Todd Ray

V. Gail Roussey

Judy Toth, Secretary

Michael Urquhart


Cover:


Drawing of Fowlers Mill


by


Jim Polewchak,

Wildwood Sign Studio


Perry, Ohio


Gratitude is also extended to


Geauga County Planning Commission


for data, technical comments,


and related assistance.


Geauga County Auditors Office


GIS Department


for electronic base mapping


and data mapping.

The products of the 


Geauga County GIS program


have been invaluable in


evaluating data and preparing maps


for this project.
Table of Contents


Page No.

Executive Summary

Chapter I:
Goals of the Plan
I-1


Introduction
I-1


Public Opinion Survey
I-2


Goals of This Plan Update
I-4

Chapter II:
Planning in Munson Township 
II-1

Introduction
II-1


History of Planning in Munson Township
II-1


Plan Update Process
II-1

Chapter III:
Community Data and Analyses
III-1

Introduction
III-1


Demographic Trends and Projections
III-1


Growth Simulation
III-7


Housing Trends
III-17


Transportation
III-19


Accident Data
III-26


Utilities
III-27


Public and Private Facilities and Services
III-28


Agricultural Lands
III-32


Prime Farmland Soils
III-33


CAUV Program
III-35


Forestry Tax Program
III-37


Agricultural District Program
III-39


Agricultural Security Areas
III-42


Agricultural Preservation Programs/Tools
III-42


Environmental Characteristics
III-45


Detailed Soils
III-45


Depth to Bedrock
III-48


Slope
III-50


Shrink-Swell Potential
III-52


Potential Frost Action
III-54


Depth to Seasonal High Water Table
III-56


Permeability
III-58


Watersheds and Water Basins
III-60


Hydrography
III-63


Flood Plains
III-65


Generalized Wetlands
III-66


Drainage
III-68


Ground Water Availability
III-70


Ground Water Pollution Potential Map
III-73


Hydrogeologic Settings and Ratings
III-73

Table of Contents (Cont’d)


Page No.
Chapter III:
Community Data and Analyses (Cont’d)


Pollution Potential
III-85


Land Capability Analysis
III-87


Composite Capability
III-101

Chapter IV:
Munson Township Plan
IV-1

Land Use Section
IV-1



Introduction
IV-1



Land Use Patterns and Trends
IV-1


Transportation Section
IV-22



The Future of Major Roads
IV-22



The Future of Township Roads
IV-24



Future Road Improvements
IV-25



Transportation Services
IV-25


Utilities Section
IV-27



Water
IV-27



Sewage Disposal
IV-27



Water Resources for Fire Protection
IV-27

Chapter V:
Implementation
V-1


Legislative Tasks
V-1


Planning Tasks
V-3


Resource Protection Tasks
V-3


Transportation Tasks
V-5


Land Use and Fiscal Management
V-6

Chapter VI:
Summary
VI-1


Sources
VI-1


Appendix A:
Munson Township Land Use Plan Implementation Tasks
A-1




Introduction
A-1




Implementation Goals and Steps
A-2

Graphs


Page No.


1.
Population:  1940 to 2000, Munson Township
III-1


2.
Population:  1940 to 2000, Geauga County
III-2


3.
Age Of Population:  2000, Munson Township
III-3


4.
Occupations:  1980 to 1990, Munson Township
III-4


5.
Occupations:  2000, Munson Township
III-5


6.
Population:  1940 to 2000, Selected Townships
III-6


7.
Population Projections:  2005 to 2020, Munson Township
III-7


8.
New Housing Starts:  1970 to 2001, Munson Township
III-17


9.
Acres In Agricultural Land By Township:  1975 and 1996, Geauga County
III-32


10.
Capability For Dwellings Without Basements, Soil Rating Percentages,




Munson Township
III-89


11.
Capability For Dwellings With Basements, Soil Rating Percentages,




Munson Township
III-91


12.
Capability For Commercial And/Or Light Industrial Structures,




Soil Rating Percentages, Munson Township
III-93


13.
Capability For Septic Tank Absorption Fields, Soil Rating Percentages,




Munson Township
III-95


14.
Capability For Local Roads, Soil Rating Percentages, Munson Township
III-97


15.
Capability For Underground Utilities, Soil Rating Percentages,




Munson Township
III-99


16.
Composite Capability, Percent Of Township Area, Munson Township
III-101


Tables





Page No.


1.
Land Area And Population Density By Township:  1970 to 2000,




Geauga County

III-2


2.
Population By Age:  1980, 1990, and 2000, Munson Township

III-3


3.
Population Projections:  2000 to 2020, Munson Township

III-7


4.
Growth Simulations With Existing Zoning Districts To The Year 2020,




Munson Township

III-9


5.
Growth Simulations With Proposed Zoning Districts Per LUP Map




To The Year 2020, Munson Township

III-13


6.
Traffic Volumes For State And Federal Highways, Munson Township

III-22


7.
Traffic Volumes For County Roads, Munson Township

III-22


8.
Accidents For Years:  1995 to 2000, Munson Township

III-27


9.
Educational Facilities Serving Munson Township

III-28


10.
Agricultural Soils Map Legend, Munson Township
III-33


11.
Property In CAUV By Township:  2002, Geauga County
III-35


12.
Property In Forestry Program By Township:  2001, Geauga County
III-37


13.
Total Acres In CAUV And Forestry Programs By Township:  2001,




Geauga County
III-39


14.
Agricultural Districts By Township:  2001, Geauga County
III-40


15.
Soils Types, Munson Township
III-46


16.
Depth To Bedrock Map Legend, Munson Township
III-48


17.
Slope Map Legend, Munson Township
III-50


18.
Shrink-Swell Potential Map Legend, Munson Township
III-52


19.
Potential Frost Action Map Legend, Munson Township
III-54


20.
Depth To Seasonal High Water Table Map Legend, Munson Township
III-56


21.
Permeability Map Legend, Munson Township
III-58


22.
Watersheds and Water Basins, Munson Township
III-60


23.
Hydrography, Munson Township
III-63


24.
Drainage Map Legend, Munson Township
III-68


25.
Generalized Ground Water Yields, Munson Township
III-70


26.
Pollution Potential Index, Munson Township
III-85


27.
Limitations For Dwellings Without Basements, Munson Township
III-89


28.
Capability For Dwellings Without Basements, Munson Township
III-89


29.
Limitations For Dwellings With Basements, Munson Township
III-91


30.
Capability For Dwellings With Basements, Munson Township
III-91


31.
Limitations For Commercial And/Or Light Industrial Structures,




Munson Township
III-93


32.
Capability For Commercial And/Or Light Industrial Structures,




Munson Township
III-93


33.
Limitations For Septic Tank Absorption Fields, Munson Township
III-95


34.
Capability For Septic Tank Absorption Fields, Munson Township
III-95


35.
Limitations For Local Roads, Munson Township
III-97


36.
Capability For Local Roads, Munson Township
III-97


37.
Limitations For Underground Utilities, Munson Township
III-99

Tables (Cont’d)


Page No.

38.
Capability For Underground Utilities, Munson Township
III-99


39.
Composite Capability Map Legend, Munson Township
III-101


40.
Summary Of Soil Capability Ratings, Munson Township
III-103


41.
Existing Land Use, Munson Township
IV-2


42.
Resource Preservation Targets, Munson Township
IV-12


43.
Public Parks And Preserves, Munson Township
IV-14


44.
Land Use Plan Categories, Munson Township
IV-20

Maps


1.
Potential Residential Development With Existing Zoning Districts




(No Restrictions), Munson Township
III-10


2.
Potential Residential Development With Existing Zoning Districts




(On Vacant Land, Avoid CNA’s), Munson Township
III-11


3.
Potential Residential Development With Existing Zoning Districts




(On Vacant Land, Avoid CNA’s & ASA’s), Munson Township
III-12


4.
Potential Residential Development With Proposed Zoning Districts




(No Restrictions), Munson Township
III-14


5.
Potential Residential Development With Proposed Zoning Districts




(On Vacant Land, Avoid CNA’s), Munson Township
III-15


6.
Potential Residential Development With Proposed Zoning Districts




(On Vacant Land, Avoid CNA’s & ASA’s), Munson Township
III-16


7.
Township Rankings By Volume Of New Single Family Housing Starts




For Years 1970-2001, Geauga County
III-18


8.
Road Classification, Munson Township
III-21


9.
County Road Traffic Counts, Munson Township
III-24


10.
US & State Route Traffic Counts, Munson Township
III-25


11.
School Locations Serving Munson Township
III-29


12.
Community Facility Locations, Munson Township
III-31


13.
Agricultural Soils, Munson Township
III-34


14.
CAUV Parcels, Munson Township
III-36


15.
Forestry Program, Munson Township
III-38


16.
Agricultural District Parcels, Munson Township
III-41


17.
Generalized Agricultural Security Areas, Munson Township
III-44


18.
Soils, Munson Township
III-47


19.
Depth to Bedrock, Munson Township
III-49


20.
Slope, Munson Township
III-51


21.
Shrink-Swell Potential, Munson Township
III-53


22.
Potential Frost Action, Munson Township
III-55


23.
Depth to Seasonal Water Table, Munson Township
III-57


24.
Permeability, Munson Township
III-59


25.
Water Basins, Munson Township
III-61


26.
Watersheds, Munson Township
III-62


27.
Hydrography, Munson Township
III-64


28.
“100 Year” Floodplain, Munson Township
III-65


29.
Generalized Wetlands, Munson Township
III-67


30.
Drainage, Munson Township
III-69


31.
Generalized Ground Water Availability, Munson Township
III-71


32.
Hydrogeologic Settings, Munson Township
III-84


33.
Groundwater Pollution Potential, Munson Township
III-86

Maps (Cont’d)


Page No.

34.
Capability For Dwellings Without Basements, Munson Township
III-90


35.
Capability For Dwellings With Basements, Munson Township
III-92


36.
Capability For Commercial and/or Light Industrial Structures,




Munson Township
III-94


37.
Capability For Septic Tank Absorption Fields, Munson Township
III-96


38.
Capability For Local Roads, Munson Township
III-98


39.
Capability For Underground Utilities, Munson Township
III-100


40.
Composite Capability, Munson Township
III-102


41.
Existing Land Use, Munson Township
IV-3


42.
Resource Preservation Targets, Munson Township
IV-13


43.
Public Parks and Preserves, Munson Township
IV-15


44.
Land Use Plan, Munson Township
IV-21


45.
Transportation, Munson Township
IV26


46.
Firefighting Districts and Developed Water Resources, Munson Township
IV28







Munson Township Land Use Plan


-ii-



