Executive Summary
This Munson Township Land Use Plan Update builds upon the extensive planning and zoning work which has been conducted by the citizens and public officials of Munson Township since the first zoning resolution was adopted in 1948.  It is intended to ensure that the township continues to be shaped by choice and not by accident.

A great deal has changed in Munson since the last township plan was prepared in 1978.  More homes, more people, more roads, and more traffic have brought changes.  There is heightened concern about the environmental impacts of these changes on human health and sanitation in addition to impacts on the habitats of animal and plant life.

There have also been important improvements in the community.  New parks, preserves, and recreational facilities have been acquired or developed.  Many township and county services have been expanded and improved.  New planning and zoning tools and methods have become available.  Federal laws have been enacted to protect some critical natural features such as wetlands.

This plan update takes account of those changes and prepares Munson Township’s planning  program for the short- and long-term future.  Specific goals, priority dates, and the required action for implementation purposes are set forth in the appendix.  Highlights of this plan include:

· Updated projections of future population and housing.

· A thorough examination of environmental characteristics and a land capability analysis.

· Updated planning goals reflecting both the long-held values of the community and new directions expressed by today’s residents.

· Amendments to the land use plan, including adjustments to planned commercial and industrial areas.

· Recommendations to preserve “resource preservation targets,” that is, features of the community, both natural and manmade, which deserve preservation for future generations including prime farmland.

· A proposed Chagrin River Corridor to protect this major river resource and to provide limited recreation facilities along its course.

· Recommendations for preserving some of the rural features of local roads.








