CHAPTER II

Planning in Munson Township

Introduction

This document is the Land Use Plan for Munson Township, Geauga County, Ohio.  Chapter III sets the stage for the land use plan by presenting a summary of information about present and projected future conditions in the township, including important development-related issues.  Goals for the land use plan are presented in Chapter I, preceded by a summary of the opinions of residents collected in a community-wide survey.  The Munson Township Plan itself is presented in Chapter IV, comprising text and maps which illustrate the intended land use patterns, selected transportation improvements, and other preservation and development concepts.  Chapter V outlines the actions which must be implemented to make the ideas presented in the land use plan a reality.

History of Planning in Munson Township

It is claimed that Munson Township was the first Ohio township to adopt zoning.  That first zoning resolution was prepared by township residents who sought local capability to control development patterns and who anticipated passage of a state law which authorized rural zoning in 1948.  A successful campaign resulted in approval of local zoning by the voters in May 1948.

The most recent plan for Munson Township was prepared in 1978.  It has provided guidance for planning and zoning activities in the township for over 20 years.  That plan was strongly influenced by the land capability concepts and methods which were coming into use at that time.  It recognized the opportunities and limitations which Munson’s topography, soils, and water features posed for development.

Plan Update Process

During the past 20 years, Munson Township and its surrounds have changed greatly.  Recognizing the significance of these changes and the importance of continued local management of the community’s development, the Township Zoning Commission recommended and the Township Trustees authorized formation of the Long Range Land Use Planning and Advisory Committee in 1995.  The responses to two surveys distributed to residents were considered in preparing the Munson Township Plan (see Chapter I).  In 1998, the Committee assisted the Trustees to obtain and evaluate proposals from professional planning consultants to assist in preparation of the plan update.

In June 1998, the committee began work on the plan update with the assistance of Northstar Planning and Design, Inc.  The plan was completed and recommended to the Zoning Commission and Township Trustees in 1999.  The Zoning Commission refined the plan and transferred it to the Board of Trustees in 2001.

Preparation of this update was conducted according to a traditional planning process of data gathering and analysis, goal-setting, evaluation of alternatives, and plan development.  All working meetings of the committee with the planning consultant were advertised and conducted in public sessions in township hall.  Public attendance at these working meetings ranged from four to fifteen persons.   Several special public presentations were conducted, including presentations of the data and issues on October 26, 1998 and on November 10, 1998; presentation of the preliminary plan on March 8, 1999; and presentation of the final plan on May 24, 1999.  Public attendance at the special presentations ranged from twenty to forty persons.  The draft plan was also made available on the township web site.  The services of the Geauga County Planning Commission were retained by the Board of Township Trustees in 2002 in order to restructure and update the plan.
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